
Palm Sunday 2022 
St David’s 10am 10/04/22 

 
Welcome, explanation of the week ahead (reference Easter leaflet) 
 
Flags and palms to wave. Stay standing after the first song because there are more to 
come… 
 
StF264 Make way, make way 
 
See your King comes to you. 
We welcome the King. Hosanna! 

 
He is gentle and riding on a donkey. 
We welcome the King of glory. Hosanna! 

 
Jesus is King. 
We praise his holy name. Hosanna! 
 

StF263 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest 
MP790 You are the King of glory 
 
Pause 
 
We are on a journey this special week, Holy Week: may we travel with you Lord. 
A journey through triumph, a journey through hostility: may we travel with you Lord. 
A journey through crowds, a journey through loneliness: may we travel with you Lord. 
A journey with companions, a journey alone: may we travel with you Lord. 
A journey to a cross and suffering: may we travel with you Lord. 
Every day, every step of the way: may we travel with you and know your presence. 
Amen. 

 
Jesus, we come before you and acknowledge that our lives are full of inconsistencies and 
weaknesses. 
Our lips give you praise, but our lives contradict what we say. 
We claim to be your loyal disciples, but so often when things get tough we run away. 
We say we are willing to serve you, to suffer with you and for you, but so often when the 
time comes we don’t recognise your call to stand by you. 
Yet still we long for your truth and your love to direct our lives. 
So we ask you to forgive the hurt we do to you, to others, and to our own integrity. 
Give us hearts that are full of praise, open to your call to us, 
and impatient with whatever stands between us and the things you want from us, 
so that we may follow you into Jerusalem and to what lies ahead, 
closely, in peace, with tenderness and awe, 
this Holy Week and every week. Amen. 
 

By his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ defeated all that separates us from God, even 
the last enemy, death. It is God’s delight to forgive whoever turns to him in Christ. Thank 
you God for forgiving us and renewing us. Amen. 
 
StF265 Ride on, ride on in majesty 



 
John 12:12-19 
 
That last hymn and the reading too, have an ominous note about them. They sound as if 
they are talking about the hosannas of Palm Sunday but just underneath is the clear 
implication that something bad is about to happen. And, of course, we all know what that 
is. So did Jesus – he knew what was to come, but he went on anyway. 
 
There is always a problem, I think, for those who come to church on Palm Sunday morning 
and then don’t come again till Easer Day. They go straight from the excitement of Palm 
Sunday to the joy of the resurrection on Easter Day, missing out the whole of the story in 
between. I think much of our society wants to do that – go from one positive thing to 
another without any negative stuff in between, as if the negative stuff is wrong somehow 
and only the positive stuff is right. But that’s just not how life works – there are highs and 
lows – and we need to acknowledge them all. 
 
This week, Holy Week, is a time for quiet reflection, 
For reviewing the events leading up to Jesus’ death and glorious resurrection. 
And so we need to take time to do it properly. 
We must not jump from the excitement of the Palm Sunday story to the glory of Easter 
Day. 
We need to take time this week to reflect on that happens in between, otherwise we get a 
very distorted view of all that Jesus had to go through. 
 
I remember once, during my time of training as a minister, being told by some senior 
church person that as ministers we shouldn’t let people get involved in the stories, that we 
shouldn’t re-enact them or rehearse them. I have always remembered that piece of advice 
- because I disagree with it so completely… 
 
Maybe he was thinking that people get too involved, wallow in the stories somehow. But I 
think there is much greater worry than that. My fear is that we don’t get involved enough. 
The risk is that we let the stories of Holy Week flow over us because we’ve heard them so 
often, year after year after year. 
 
So offering ways by which people can better engage with the gospel stories is to me a 
good thing, a really good thing. We need to get into the stories, become part of them, see 
ourselves in them. Because they are about us. The people in them are just like us – the 
same reactions and emotions. I can see myself so clearly in the responses of the disciples, 
of the women, of the crowd, even the soldiers, Herod and Pilate. Can’t you? 
 
This is why we need to enter into the stories of Holy Week. We need to use them to 
examine ourselves, to acknowledge that we are no different than the people who were 
actually there. We cannot stand in judgement on them – we are no better than they. 
 
So how well do you know the events of Holy Week, the week leading up to the crucifixion 
and resurrection, as they are portrayed in each of the gospels? Are the gospels consistent, 
do the same events appear in each? What basic points are the writers wanting to make to 
us? 
 

 
 



Holy Week Events 
(major events rather than teaching) 

 
Matthew: 
Entry to Jerusalem 
Jesus clears the temple 
Teaching including greatest commandment 
Jesus anointed at Bethany 
Passover 
Gethsemane 
Arrest 
 
Mark: 
Entry to Jerusalem 
Jesus clears the temple 
Teaching including the greatest commandment 
Jesus anointed at Bethany 
Passover/last supper 
Gethsemane 
Arrest 
 
Luke: 
Entry to Jerusalem 
Jesus clears the temple 
Teaching (but not greatest commandment – that appears in parable of good Samaritan, 
spoken by another person) 
Passover/last supper 
Mount of Olives 
Arrest 
 
John: 
Entry to Jerusalem 
Evening meal (not Passover and not remembrance) 
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet 
Teaching including a new commandment 
Olive grove (but finished praying, which happens at supper) 
Arrest 
 
(In John, clearing of temple is recorded but much earlier. And the final meal is not 
Passover but just before. Lord’s Supper is not recorded at all but Jesus as the bread of life 
is, though much earlier.) 
 
This week, of all weeks, take time, plenty of time, to read through the stories of Holy Week, 
to see how the whole thing builds to an inevitable conclusion, the crucifixion and death of 
Jesus on Good Friday. Read through the accounts in order if you can, not bits here and 
there. Read them through in each of the four gospels if you have the time. It’s well worth it. 
 
We need to see the flow of events and understand the reactions of the people. We need to 
place ourselves in their position, in the story, and understand – understand how it is not 
only their sin, but our sin, our frailty, that put Jesus on the cross. He gave himself freely for 
our sake, ours, yours and mine. Then, when we come to Good Friday and stand at the foot 



of the cross with John and the women, I hope we will better understand not only our 
contribution to the sin of the world but Jesus’ role in its and our salvation. 
 
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, so that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17) Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer: 
Almighty God, as we approach Holy Week and reflect on Christ’s passion, may we truly 
understand the sacrifice he made for us.  
 
We think of Christ the servant. Teach us to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to 
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to 
labour and not to ask for reward, save that of knowing that we do your will. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 
We think of Christ at prayer while his disciples slept. Holy God, we recognize that 
sometimes we put off prayer and thanksgiving as we give way to our human frailty. We 
thank you for those who pray and intercede on our behalf both in heaven and here on 
earth, for those who are faithful and steadfast in prayer. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
We think of Christ betrayed by a kiss and with denials. Holy God, help us never to abandon 
someone in their time of greatest need. Help us to forgive those who have wounded and 
abandoned us in times of crisis. Cleanse our hearts from bitterness and resentment so we 
can be more like Jesus, who was abandoned and betrayed by those closest to him but 
who never stopped loving them.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 
We think of Christ falsely tried, tortured and executed.  Merciful God, we pray today for 
those held and tried falsely by corrupt regimes knowing they have no hope of justice. We 
pray for those suffering atrocities and war crimes in Ukraine and elsewhere around the 
world. We remember all prisoners, especially those enduring inhumane conditions and in 
fear of execution. Be with them in the darkness of their cells, in the loneliness of separation 
and in their fear.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 
We think of Christ’s compassion despite receiving none himself. Loving God, we pray for 
all who bring comfort, care and healing, for our health service, for the Red Cross and other 
humanitarian agencies in Ukraine and other areas of conflict around the world.  
 
We pray for the sick, the sorrowful, those who have recently died and those who have 
been bereaved.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Holy God, as we move into Holy Week, we commend ourselves and all those with whom 
we live for whom Christ suffered, to your mercy and protection. Loving and merciful Father 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Lord’s prayer 
 



StF277 My song is love unknown 
 
May God, the still centre of the universe, give you peace, as you watch and wait with him 
at the time of his passion. 
May God give you the joy of new life, as he rises from death. 
May the fire of the Spirit give you the power to live and act for God always. 
May God's blessing be upon you, now and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


