
The Fox is in the Hen House 
St John’s 21/02/16 11am, SD 13/03/22 10am 

Lent 2C 
 

Welcome and reminder re Ukraine collection for DEC appeal today. 
 
MP870/StF354 Jesus is the name we honour (v2 Jesus is the name we trust) 
 
Father God, 
For all that you have done for us, 
For all that you have done without us, 
For all that you have done in spite of us, 
Thanks be to you. 
 
For your creation around us. 
For Jesus leading us, 
For your Spirit amongst us, 
Thanks be to you. 

 
For the journey so far, 
For who we are, 
For what we will be, 
Thanks be to you. 

Amen. 
 
Do you know the story of chicken-licken? What is the story telling us? That we should 
not be gullible, that we need to be careful who we believe, who we put our trust in. We 
shouldn’t put our trust in people who tell us ridiculous stories. We shouldn’t put our trust 
in people who just follow what everyone else thinks and does. Nor should we put our 
trust in people who say good sounding words but who actually are only looking out for 
their own devious ends, like the fox in the story. In other words, we need to be wise and 
discerning and work out who can be trusted and who can’t. These are very pertinent 
lessons for today, don’t you think? 
 
Luke 13:31-35 (Jodie) 
 
Every person is an individual but that doesn’t stop u reaching overly simple conclusions 
about people, about the consequences on their behavior and attitude because of race 
or class or age or because of the country they’re from or the leader they have. It’s 
easier for us make sweeping comments about groups of people because it too much 
like hard work to try to understand the nuances. But we need to if we are going to be 
wise and discerning about what is happening in the minds of those around us and in our 
own minds too. 
 
The first verse of our gospel lesson is quite surprising: "Some Pharisees came and said 
to Jesus, "Get away from here because Herod wants to kill you." Usually when we read 
the gospels we hear sweeping statements about how bad the Pharisees were and how 
they were all plotting to get rid of Jesus. So it seems a bit odd that these Pharisees are 
trying to warn Jesus that Herod is out to get him. 
 



But remember, there was the Pharisee Nicodemus, the faithful man of the law who 
came to Jesus three times in the Gospel of John, going so far as to assist Joseph of 
Arimathea in preparing Jesus' body for burial.  
 
So on the one hand, we find Pharisees like Nicodemus who are clearly supporters of 
Jesus. On the other, we have those Pharisees who conspired to have Jesus killed. And 
in the middle, maybe, we have this group who didn't want Herod to kill him. But, you 
know, really it’s very hard to sit on the fence. Those “middle ground” Pharisees may not 
have wanted Herod to kill Jesus but they weren't ready to stand up and be counted as 
his followers either. We don’t get to hear any more about them. We never learn their 
names. They just melt back into the background. 
 
We might say that were trying to hedge their bets. “If he's the Christ, then we've done 
him a favour. If he's not, then no one has to know we tried to help." 
 
In some ways maybe that’s where most of us are: 

 We're happy to be Christian, as long as being Christian doesn't ask us to do 
anything that might get us in trouble.  

 We don’t agree with everything we see or read in the media, but we're not 
lobbying or demonstrating or contacting our MPs. Really, how often do we take 
action to try to make a difference? 

 We are against the war in Ukraine but, actually, what are we practically doing 
about it? What can we do? What could we do even if we had the chance? 

 Perhaps, generally speaking, we, like those Pharisees, try to keep our heads 
down. We don’t want to be seen to be causing any trouble. 

 
Herod was an interesting man. His father rebuilt the Temple of Solomon after it had 
been destroyed centuries before. But though he rebuilt the Temple he did not rebuild 
the nation. Rather than fight against the Romans who occupied his kingdom, Herod 
bowed down to their authority and cow-towed to them. He became their puppet, 
maintaining his title whilst losing all his power. He kept the Temple intact physically but 
ensured that the priests prayed for the Roman Emperor. He held tight to his culture in 
one hand while bowing down to the power of Rome with the other. Just like Putin wants 
President Zelensky and the Ukrainian people to do. 
 
I think this is something we all want to believe is possible, that we can have a foot in 
each camp, hedge our bets, stay on the fence and not be asked too many awkward 
questions about whose side we’re on. Just as many powerful individuals and 
businesses with links to Russia have been hoping in recent days. 
 
Jesus seems to know that the Pharisees who came to warn him have a foot in each 
camp. He must do because that’s why he tells them, "Listen! Go tell that fox for me…" 
He knew that if they could overhear Herod's plot to kill him, then they must have been 
close to him, very close. Though they may not have completely pledged themselves to 
Herod's service, and were willing to leak this secret plot, they couldn’t break themselves 
free of his influence. They couldn't just up and follow Jesus. They had kids to feed, you 
see, bills to pay. They couldn't make the Empire mad or they might lose their influence 
and pay, and they couldn't make this puppet king angry or they might well lose their 
lives. 
 



Do you recognize this sort of behaviour? Surely you do – it’s everywhere in the news 
over recent weeks. But it’s no use us being holier than thou about these individuals, 
businesses and politicians because we’re just the same. This belief that we can have it 
all ways, that we can be against a war in Ukraine yet hope to have everything just the 
way we want back here at home – more than enough fuel and food and all cheap as 
chips. Or thinking more widely, that we can be a follower of Jesus yet remain firmly 
within society’s norms. Don’t you recognise this conflict in yourself and your life? 
Because I do in mine. 
 
My mind wants to think that this balancing act is possible, that I can have it all ways. I 
tell myself that I can watch TV and go on the internet without falling victim to its 
voyerism and its continuous subliminal messages about how I should be living my life. I 
tell myself that I'm not really affected by advertising, and that I can watch stuff about sin 
and vice without falling prey to it. I persuade myself with pious thoughts that it is 
possible to be in the world but not of the world, that I can sign petitions and send a bit 
money, even pray a bit and that’s my contribution to peace and justice sorted. But this 
is a dangerous game to play. And I’m not as clever as I think I am. 
 
We are so gullible, so easily fooled into feeling comfortable, and all the while we don’t 
see what’s happening in front of our eyes. We think we can control that fox, dance 
round him, all the while thinking we can maintain our allegiance to Christ or to our 
democratic values. Until one day we're asked to choose sides, really choose for or 
against. And then we find that really there is no fence we can sit on. We have to 
choose? Do we choose to follow a self-sacrificing Christ or to wallow in consumerism? 
Do we uphold democracy or do the demands of capitalism cause us to waver? 
 
What does Jesus say about all these attempts to compromise, sit on the fence, hedge 
our bets? He says, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to it! How often I have desired to gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings. But you were not willing!" 

 
Jesus calls us to choose him. It should be a simple decision…but it’s not. Too often, we 
are not willing. 
 
Herod was a fox. Modern capitalist society is a fox. Putin is a fox. There are plenty of 
other foxes out there too. We need to be careful, very careful. No wonder Jesus refers 
to the people of Jerusalem as baby chicks. He knows that they, and we, are vulnerable 
and in need protection. We must to run to him for protection and guidance because 
otherwise we could end up like Chicken-licken. There are plenty of foxes out there, in all 
sorts of guises, who will gobble us up without a second thought. 
 
Like the Pharisees before us, we have to navigate our way through competing world 
views. But we can’t sit on the fence. We have to choose. If we choose to follow Christ 
then we have to do it whilst living in an environment that is reeling from a pandemic and 
now thrown horribly off balance by the war in Ukraine. If we choose to follow Christ then 
we have to do it in a society that is increasingly hostile to our faith and so has 
absolutely no anchor to cling to when the world is shaken as it is right now. We have to 
choose and choose with our eyes wide open. 
 
The fox is in the hen house, whether you use the image to refer to Putin and his war, or 
capitalism & consumerism and their corrosive effect on relationships, society and the 



environment, or any one of the other choices we have to make about where we stand in 
relation to the world.  
 
Time doesn’t change the nature of our sinful selfish natures. Look where the path the 
Pharisees took led them. They tried to stay on the fence, to tread the tightrope between 
their loyalty to their faith and their desire to keep their heads down and not rock the 
boat. What happened to them? Their beloved Temple was left desolate as the Rome 
with whom they had tried to compromise raised it to the ground only a few years after 
Jesus’ death. That shows you how trustworthy the fox of Rome was. No wonder Jesus 
wept over the city. And the Temple has never been rebuilt since. 
 
But what about us? We too are in a difficult position. Like the Pharisees we must, on 
occasion, dance with the fox: food must go on the table and there are bills to be paid. 
But we not be fooled into complacency. We have to keep our eyes open to the reality 
around us. The fox, whatever his disguise, is not worthy of our trust, though he would 
like us to believe otherwise. 
 
As people of faith in a culture and context of fear, we must keep our heads. We must be 
clear about calling out the fox when we see him. We must talk gospel truth plainly in a 
world of political compromises. We must talk about what love really is in an environment 
of conflict and competing ideologies.  We must prioritize our actions and our lives by 
what really matters. We must state ourselves as citizens of the kingdom of God. 
 
When Jesus sent his disciples out to undertake his mission in a dangerous and dodgy 
world he said, “Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves”. We have to have 
our eyes wide open to what is going on in the world around us, and make wise and 
discerning judgements about who and what is behind the direction of movement. We 
must be innocent as doves in that we must not get sucked into it all, but we must be as 
shrewd as snakes to see and understand. 
 
And, while the foxes out there may offer us quick fixes and easy gain, may offer us a 
quiet life if we will just roll over and keep quiet, remember, the fox is a fox and is out for 
his own ends not your good. Only the mother hen will lay down her life for her chicks. 
Christ, only Christ, has laid down his life for you.  
 
May we, and all who love him, be held secure in the shadow of his wing. 
 
MP423 Living under the shadow of his wing (remain seated) 
(MP1072/StF351 In Christ alone, if cannot do this song) 
 
A prayer for ourselves and for others, based on Psalm 27: 
Lord,   
you are the giver of light and life, 
Come into the dark places of our lives and light our way. 
Lord we are afraid, 
We feel insecure and fear what lies before us. 
Keep us safe, be our strong deliverer, protect us, 
So that we are not overcome by these fears. 
And Lord, we will put our trust, not in what we can buy or build or how much we can stash 
away, but in you. 
 



We ask Lord that we, and all those who love you, can meet together in safety as your 
people 
To see how wonderful you are and to spend time talking daily with you. 
Lord we need your sanctuary, we need the quiet,  
the place we can go to slow down and to take a deep breath. 
Lord we all need the peace we can find here with you. 
And we thank you for that peace and time we spend with you. 
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 
We pray for those who are afraid. 
We pray for those at war. 
We pray for the people of Ukraine and its leaders. 
 
Lord, 
Please listen to us when we pray 
Hear our cry for those in need of prayer, 
Those who are oppressed, those who are suffering and in pain (June Jackson), those who 
are bereaved, those who are alone. 
Be gracious to all in need and answer their prayers. 
 
Lord, 
It is often hard to know which way to go in this world of conflicting ideologies 
And so we ask that you teach us your ways. 
Light the path for us, Lord, so we may see our way, your way. 
Help us to follow the way of Jesus. 
We may stumble and we may fall, 
But pick us up, brush us down,  
and set us back on your path. 
And encourage us along our way as your believers. 
And when we have to choose whose side we are on, may we always choose yours. 
Amen  
 
Helen – table runner story – Ukraine. 
 
Communion MWB p153 items 19, 21, 23, 24b, 29 
 
A hymn to close our service, as we continue to remember and pray for the people of 
Ukraine and Russia: 
MP806/StF693 Beauty for brokenness (make sure choruses are in right places, i.e. not 
after v1 or 3) 
 
Sending out and blessing MWB p159 items 31 and 32 
 


