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A seasonal publication produced 
by St David's and St John's 
Methodist Churches, Llandudno. 
Minister, Rev Bev Ramsden. 

The overarching theme of our Christmas celebrations this year is 
"Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!"  You will come across it 
in our churches' Christmas leaflet, cards, messages and tree 
decorations.  It is a quote from 2 Corinthians 9:15 and the words are 
topical, of course, because of our tradition of giving gifts at 
Christmas time.  The message it gets across is that God has a really 
great gift to give to each of us. 

But despite the phrase "indescribable gift"  I really do think that 
God's gift to us is describable.  Indeed, it needs to be describable 
otherwise we would never understand what it is 
nor be able to explain it to others. 

If you were to look up the phrase in its context 
within Paul's second letter to the Corinthian 
church, you would see he is actually very clear 
what the gift is.  It is the good news of Christ, the 
surpassing grace of God. 

So why does Paul call this gift indescribable?  I think it's because he 
is expressing being overwhelmed by the generosity shown by God in 
offering us this amazing gift.  We do nothing to deserve it. Indeed, 
we don't deserve it, that's the point. God's gift, offered to every one 
of us, is his unconditional love and favour, given in the person of 
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Christ - Jesus' words, his actions and his incarnation as one of us.   What 
greater gift has ever been given?  he gift of God himself, the offer of grace 
upon grace. Despite everything we do to mess it up, God still gives.  Thanks 
be to God for his indescribable gift! 

Luke 2:10 "Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all people.  Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord." (NIV) 

John 1:16 "And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace." (ESV) 

Rev Beverley Ramsden.  Minister, Llandudno Methodist Churches,  

Conwy & Prestatyn Methodist Circuit 

The joy of discovery that moment 

when hope and expectation were gloriously met 

by the illumination of one bright star. 

We cannot imagine what words were spoken by visitors 

or if first impressions left them somewhat confused. 

Messiah, Saviour, a King born in the barest of palaces. 

Yet they saw and fell down on their knees in adoration. 

Lord, they saw you and knew whom they had met. 

As we meet around crib candle or advent wreath 

draw us into that stable in our imagination. 

In the quiet moments of prayer 

this Christmas, that brief oasis from the bustle of the world 

bring alive to us the smell of the hay 

the sound of the animals the cry of a baby. 

Draw us close to our Saviour Messiah and King as we bring 

not Gold, Myrrh or Frankincense  

but the gift of our lives 

the only offering we can bring.  

Copyright © John C Birch, 2020, 

 https://www.faithandworship.com 



3 

Recycle4Charity is a free and easy to use ink 
recycling programme, that helps its 
thousands of members raise funds for charity 

and non-for-profit organisations.   

Why Recycle: Recycling is the process of collecting and processing 
materials that would otherwise be thrown away as waste and turning 
them into new products. Recycling can benefit your community and the 
environment.  

 300 million inkjets sold in Europe per year 

 Only 15% of all inkjets sold are remanufactured 

 45 million cartridges end up in landfill in the UK 

 Cartridges can take up to 1000 years to decompose 

 The lifespan of ink cartridges can be optimised by reusing & recycling 
them as many times as possible 

 Recycling plastic takes 88% less energy than making plastic from raw 
materials 

 90% of people say the would recycle more if it were made easier 

A recycled product can be back on the shelves again within a single month 

Recycling creates 6 times more jobs than landfilling and 36 times more 

than incinerating 

See website for further information.  

https://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/Home   

Isaiah 9:6-7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the 

greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign 

on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever.  The zeal of 

the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.  
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COP26 AND GLOBAL DAY OF CLIMATE ACTION 

COP26, the twenty-sixth Conference of the Parties, the United Nations 
Climate Conference, took place in Glasgow 31st October -12th November, 
uniting the world to tackle climate change. 

It brought governments from around the world together to refocus global 
efforts to tackle the climate crisis and deliver the ‘Paris Climate 
Agreement’, forged in 2015, to  limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Centigrade. As time runs out there is ever more powerful and urgent 
demand for action to deal with the climate catastrophe. 

Protestors from diverse communities across the globe are telling it like it 
really is; lives and livelihoods washed away, homes and crops destroyed by 
fire; mass migration, resource shortages, environmental degradation, 
species extinction. 

There are already up to 40 million people worldwide who have been 
forced to leave their homes and seek refuge elsewhere as a result of 
climate change and further inaction will see this number rise. 

COP26 is the most significant climate event since the 2015 Paris 
Agreement and it is vitally important that governments, businesses and 
other key players make sure all the climate promises that have been made 
are kept.  By coming forward with bold initiatives and driving UN 
negotiations to ensure we will still be able to limit global warming to 1.5°C 
we can avoid the most devastating impacts of climate change on people 
and nature. 

6th November, the mid-point of COP26, was a global day of climate action. 
Millions of people around the world took part.  An event was held in 
Bangor.   Under the banner of North West Wales Climate Action it included 
many local green groups including Extinction Rebellion, Friends of The 

Earth, Christian Aid, Fairtrade, Climate Cymru BME, North 
Wales Africa Society, Unite.  

We met by Bangor Pier, people of all ages, from young 
children to pensioners, with various placards the more 
novel proclaiming: 

‘DON’T THROW IT ALL AWAY’ 

‘CLIMATE IS CHANGING WHY CAN’T WE?’ 
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‘LIKE THE OCEANS WE RISE’ 

‘THERE’S CON IN ECONOMY’ 

‘MARCH NOW OR SWIM LATER’ 

The pouring rain did not deter the four 
hundred or so. 

Following a route agreed with the 
police we walked, stopping briefly at 
the BP petrol station where a meaningful song was sung by Street Singers, 
then on to the Clock Tower in the town centre where about 400? people 
gathered, many wearing red to reflect the fact that the latest UN report is 
"Code Red for Humanity". 

There were short speeches from various people and songs from Street 
Singers; a rapper (The climate’s changing, good plans are hard to find), The 
Mayor of Bangor, a lecturer at Bangor University and a PhD student about 
climate change and plastic pollution, a Nigerian from Climate Justice North 
Wales and a message from the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

We need to hold World, National and Local Leaders to their promises and 
make sure they deliver real action; greener transport, green pension 
investments, to get out of the wealth trap and live sustainably, etc. etc.  

Vote for those who act for the change needed. 

What do we want? CLIMATE ACTION 

When do we want it? NOW 

Eye witness account 

 by Mary Jones, St John's. 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 
-1 Peter 4:10 As we have read, we are to take 
care of the earth and be good stewards of what 
God has entrusted to us.  
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TEARFUND ON COP26—THE CHALLENGE AHEAD:  

We came into COP26 calling for world leaders to close the gap to 1.5°C and 

deliver climate justice for the most vulnerable. We give thanks for the 

progress we have seen, but we lament that the talks have fallen short of 

delivering justice and a safer future for millions of people. 

Kuki Rokhum, Tearfund partner in India, summed up her reflections: ‘The 

Glasgow talks have not secured a 1.5°C future but we march on because 

we need justice for the poorest communities and indigenous peoples 

around the world whose lives and homes are being destroyed by extreme 

weather, droughts and floods.  And we walk in faith that things can change. 

Together we each carry with us a hope that we will see action, not just 

words, from this UN climate summit.  The time to act was yesterday, but 

we still have today.’ 

We also came into COP26 knowing the work would not end in Glasgow. 

Climate justice won't be achieved by a single person, decision or 

conference – but millions of us will continue to play our part and demand 

that world leaders play theirs.  We will continue to pray, to act, to hold 

leaders to account and to call for justice.  And we will continue to walk by 

faith and keep our eyes fixed on God who can do immeasurably more than 

we ask or imagine. 

Please continue to pray for: 

• those who will be most affected by the decisions made at COP26, whose 

daily lives are being impacted by the climate crisis 

• leaders of high-emitting nations to step up urgently with stronger plans 

and short-term targets for emissions cuts in line with 1.5°C 

• restoration, fresh vision and hope for those who tirelessly campaign and 

speak up for climate justice.  RUTH VALERIO  

Visit www.tearfund.org/action for information, ideas and resources to help 

you continue to take action on the climate crisis.    
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CHRISTMAS 2021 

ST DAVID’S EVENT DATE TIME 

ALL AGE NATIVITY  

AT ST DAVID’S CHURCH  

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER 

JOIN IN FROM YOUR SEAT 
FOR THE NATIVITY STORY  

10 :00AM 

POP-UP NATIVITY  

AT CRAIG Y DON PARK 

WEDNESDAY 22 DECEMBER 

SHORT OUTDOOR FUN 
EVENT 

4:30PM 

MIDNIGHT COMMUNION  

AT ST DAVID’S CHURCH 

FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER 

A GENTLE SHORT SERVICE 

11:30PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATION 

AT ST DAVID’S CHURCH 

 

SATURDAY 25 DECEMBER 

A SHORT BIRTHDAY  

CELEBRATION 

10:00AM 

ST JOHN’S EVENT DATE TIME 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT  

AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

WILL BE LIVE STREAMED 

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER 

TRADITIONAL CAROL  

SERVICE  

4:00PM 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 

AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

THURSDAY 23 DECEMBER 

FOR ALL THOSE WHO FIND 
CHRISTMAS A DIFFICULT 
TIME.  

1:45PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATION 

AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH  

WILL BE LIVE STREAMED 

 

 

SATURDAY 25 DECEMBER 

A SHORT BIRTHDAY  

CELEBRATION 

11:00AM 
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A CONVERSATION OVERHEARD 

Two women, frequent churchgoers are eavesdropped 
by our intrepid reporter Tom Bowler. 

Bridget: It’s lovely to see you….very impressive a mask 
and a visor! 

Muriel: One has to be safe these days. Do you like my 
hair? 

Bridget: Green and red with black bits! You’ve gone 
too far this time! What’s it supposed to be? 

Muriel: I am not sure I appreciate your mockery.  It is the Afghanistan flag 
of course! 

Bridget: Why Afghanistan? 

Muriel: Well it’s something our Dafydd got me doing. He said just because 
you are 86 doesn’t mean you can’t study. Well, I love history and I have 
‘done’ Britain so I thought I would study other countries. So I am, 
alphabetically. Afghanistan is first. 

Bridget: So that explains Afghanistan does that mean Albania and Algeria 
are next? 

Muriel: Exactly 

Bridget: All I know is that we pray for our boys at war and all the civilians 
caught up in the war in Afghanistan. 

Muriel: Yes, as do I . It is so tragic all those killed and maimed...wrecked 
lives 

Bridget: Do you think the latest retreat will improve matters for Afghans? 

Muriel: Well let’s pray that it does but history is not on their side. 

Bridget: What do you mean? 

Muriel: This latest retreat by the UK is its seventh. 

Bridget: Getaway! Seventh! 

Muriel: Yes, the retreats were 1843,1897,1878,1919,2001,2014 and 2021 

Bridget: Impressive knowledge! At least we are doing our Christian duty 
and looking after 20,000 refugees over the next five years 
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Muriel: I don’t begrudge it but it is not very impressive when you think 
that Turkey has over 4 million Afghan refugees and Pakistan 1.4 million 
already. 

Bridget: Wow! That’s a lot. 

Muriel: It’s what happens when you have a war! War is terrorism! 

Bridget: You know Dyleth has had a reply from the Chancellor. 

Muriel: Chancellor? 

Bridget: Yes you remember she was so disgusted that the pension increase 
was only twenty-five pence that she wrote to him telling him he could 
have it back so he could pay down the national debt? 

Muriel: Oh yes. I remember thinking that Dyleth’s a dark horse and a 
master of irony! 

Bridget: Well the reply was courteous and said that he would not take it 
but suggests if she did not want the twenty-five pence she could give it to 
charity. 

Muriel: Cheek! 

Bridget: I think she could have given it to the Church or the food bank. I‘ve 
given my Corned beef, oxos and stewed steak this week. It wasn’t half 
heavy. 

Muriel: Is this Ceridwen’s doing? 

Bridget: Sort of. She has finally persuaded me to be a vegetarian for the 
sake of the planet. 

Muriel: Hmm. I bet you have some Turkey on the sly at Christmas. 

Bridget: I won’t. I’m determined and don’t judge me by your standards. 

Muriel: The Hospice does takeaway. I had a lovely sausage and bacon 
sourdough roll the other day - delicious. 

Bridget: You temptress you, by the way how you getting on with Ron these 
days 

Muriel: Behave! we are only friends. 

Emma: SShhh! 

Bridget: Best be quiet here’s Janet with Roger they are about to start. 
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CLUES ACROSS  

1  Provisional meeting place of God 

and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10) 

7  David’s third son, killed when his 

head got caught in a tree during a  

battle with his father  

(2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7) 

8  They ruled much of the west coast 

of South America in the 15th   and 

early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European and Asian 

extraction (4) 

11 Seized control of  

(Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 

15 First World War heroine shot by 

the Germans in Brussels, Nurse  

Edith ____ (6) 

17 Stormy (8) 
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18 A bitter variety of this, together 

with lamb and unleavened bread, 

   was the Passover menu for anyone 

‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 

22 How John Newton described 

God’s grace in his well-known hymn 

   (7) 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 

CLUES DOWN 

1  ‘_____ and see that the Lord is 

good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

2  ‘The wicked man flees though 

no one pursues, but the righteous 

   are as ____ as a lion’  

(Proverbs 28:1) (4) 

3  One of the exiles, a 

descendant of Parosh, who 

married a foreign 

   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 

4  He escaped from Nob when 

Saul killed the rest of his family 

and   joined David  

(1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8) 

5  City and lake in Central 

Switzerland (7) 

6  ‘Offer your bodies as living 

________, holy and pleasing to 

God’   (Romans 12:1) (10) 

9  Pouches carried by horses 

(Genesis 49:14) (10) 

12 One who accepts government 

by God (8) 

14 Aromatic substance commonly 

used in Jewish ritual  

(Exodus 30:1)   (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is 

truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 ‘You are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will ____ his 

people   from their sins’  

(Matthew 1:21) (4) 
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Adrienne Hall, Osteopath 

Warm, friendly, highly qualified and effective 

Llandudno Osteopathy Centre 

(Across the road from St. David’s) 

Tel 01492 879836 

adrienneosteopath@icloud.com 

Osteopathy deals with back, neck, shoulder, knee 

pain and pain associated with Osteoarthritis/

Osteoporosis, please feel free to make contact to 

discuss your needs. 

 

HAM BONE DELI BAKERY 
19, Queens Road, Craig -y -Don 

Tel. 01492 877775 

 HAM BONE FOOD HALL 

3 Lloyd Street,  Llandudno. 

Tel. 01492 860084 

Award winning pies  

Buffets catered for  

 

PROPERTYWISE 
Pete Ayling, Deganwy, North Wales.  

Est 1999 
Complete property refurbishment and repairs. 

No job too small.  Friendly personal service. 
All work fully insured and guaranteed. 

Small enough to care, big enough to cope! 
Building, joinery, plumbing, electrical, land-

scaping etc 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

07887 573831 OR 01492 572167 

post@propertywisewales.co.uk 

www.property-maintenance-conwy.co.uk 

 

Quality Private Dental Care 

All Dental Services Offered 

For further enquiries 

Please contact 01492 876467 

www.cyddental.co.uk 

mailto:adrienneosteopath@icloud.com
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 FAIRHAVEN CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

A Christian Business Ministry 

offering love and witness  

through quality service 

3 Craig-y-Don Parade 

Llandudno 

North Wales, LL30 1BG 

Rogers Jones 

Auctioneers and 
Valuers 

Your local fine art, antique  

and general valuers 

Tel. 01492 532176 

www.rogersjones.co.uk 

 

Lady Funeral Director Catrin Roberts 

A PERSONAL  

24 HOUR CARING SERVICE 

Monumental Services 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Tel. 01492 860818 

57A Mostyn Avenue,  

Llandudno, LL30 1DZ 

Llandudno Funeralcare 

Tel 01492 878447  Fax 01492 870185 

Email: fairhavenchristianhotel@gmail.com 

MYLCHREEST WINDOWS 

PVC-U Windows, Doors 

and Conservatories 

PVC-U Lock specialists 

01492 878496 

07413552871 

www.mylchreestwindows.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS REVISITED 

When Maria asked if I could contribute to this 
Christmas magazine I suddenly realised that 
Christmas 2021 would be my 80th experience of it!  
So I then started thinking about how varied those 
past Christmases had been.  Beginning with large 
family gatherings in my childhood, on to more 

rumbustious activities in my teenage years, then smaller family gatherings 
in adulthood and last year, well, more like Darby and Joan because of 
Covid!.  That’s not to mention the many and varied work, social and 
church Christmas events.  So, after all those experiences, I began to think 
about how, in 2021, I could summarise what it all meant to me now.   

There are many stories in the Bible about what happened that first 
Christmas and we love to hear them each year.  I know I do. There is 
something comforting and wholesome about them particularly when 
brought together in a crib tableau or a nativity play, despite some details 
not usually being very scriptural!  But 
what I want to concentrate on is what 
God’s message to Joseph said in 
advance of the main event. The main 
event itself was, of course, a very 
particular birth, that of Jesus who was 
to become a recognised historical giant 
of a man (if his influence on society as a 
whole ever since is anything to go by).  

The name Jesus seemed nothing special at that time, quite a common one 
in fact.  So why (according to the Christian scriptures) was God’s message 
to Joseph that he must give the baby that name.  For a very particular 
reason  :  “because he would save his people from their sins”. That explains 
what he came to do but what that meant and what was involved in it was 
something for the future.  In fact, about thirty years later when he was a 
young adult (and Christians celebrate this at Easter). 

But what about in the meantime? 

The Bible is quite a blank page about these years before his public ministry 



15 

began (other than recording an incident that happened just before Jesus 
became a teenager).  All we know is he was not an only child and an 
assumption that he probably worked in his father’s carpenter’s shop seems 
reasonable.  But bearing in mind who he was I can’t think that all those 
years were blank! 

So, who was he?  God’s messenger had told Joseph Mary would be 
impregnated by the Holy Spirit. This makes Jesus God’s son and here I think 
we have the first mention of the Trinity, confirmed by what the message 
went on to say about Jesus : “they will call him Immanuel (which means 
“God with us”)”.   Yes, God on earth with us!   So I don’t think those first 
thirty years were blank for whatever happened during them I think Jesus 
even then would be showing to all something of the true nature of God.   

The words “God with us” really capture my imagination.  I see them as not 
only a good shorthand version of what happened at Christmas but also of 
what happened at Easter when Jesus accomplished the saving work he 
came to earth to do and at Pentecost when direct contact with God was 
first made available to everyone………. and a good shorthand version of my 
experience of life.    Life makes far more sense to me with God than 
without God : without him and his gospel message, what would be the 
point of it all?  

I don’t know about you but my personal relationships (in my case with my 
wife , family and friends) are more precious to me than anything I do or 
own and allowing this God (who has so clearly shown his loving nature to 
us) into the equation not only enhances these relationships but brings 
others into the picture as well.        

So is this all “pie in the sky” or is it “heaven on earth”?  Well, neither 
actually  -  at least not yet!  Does it make life easier in times of difficulty, 
hardship, pain, sorrow, trauma?  You might expect me to say yes but that 
would not be an honest answer.  In my experience it sometimes does and 
sometimes doesn’t and when it does it sometimes takes a long time to 
realise this.  That’s my experience anyway.    What I think it does is give you 
a sure and certain hope for the future however you feel now – and a 
faithful  companion on the way who knows what it’s like to be human.  

It’s great to believe “God (is) with us” - it’s even better to experience it for 
yourself here and now!  Jack Waddington, St David’s. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

One night Freda went carol singing.  She knocked on the 

door of a house and began to sing.  A man with a violin 

in his hand came to the door. Within half a minute, tears 

were streaming down his face.  Touched, 

Freda sang every carol she knew – and some she didn’t.  

The man continued to weep gently throughout her 

performance.  “I understand,” she said softly at last.  “You are 

remembering your happy childhood Christmas days.” 

“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice.  “I’m a musician!” 

LLANDUDNO MUSEUM: THE PHOENIX RISES! 

Great News!  Llandudno Museum is now open, after benefiting from its 
£1million plus refit and extension. 

Dawn Lancaster and Deanne Bell are joined by a third Heritage 
professional - Emily Palmer. 

The museum on Gloddaeth 
Street near The Queen of 
Hearts is run by a charitable 
trust and is dedicated to 
telling the story of 
Llandudno in all its diversity. 

An important part of that story is to account for Llandudno’s religious 
history. A dedicated walk tracing Llandudno’s Jewish heritage has been 
very well successful and plans to develop this information further has 
resulted in a temporary exhibition called The Jewish History of Llandudno. 
In addition to this local chapels and their colourful history was the subject 
of an illustrated zoom talk in 2020. Llandudno Museum also has an array of 
artefacts donated by chapels and churches. One of the most celebrated is 
the medieval bell from Llangystenin Church. Part of the extensive art 

“Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 

Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).  
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collection includes a collection of local parish tableware and a fine portrait 
of local religious hero - Gwalchmai- Richard Parry. Gwalchmai won ten 
bardic chairs for his literary efforts, established Christchurch, and was a key 
figure in Llandudno’s religious culture - what a guy! 

The rest of the collection is diverse and defies easy summary but includes 
telling the story of Llandudno from prehistoric and Neolithic times, through 
the development of the town as a holiday destination. Stops on the tour of 
Llandudno history include its strategic development as a Roman and 
Medieval town, the community participation in World War 1 and 2, and a 
temporary exhibition place that features special collections. All this is now 
housed in a modern, accessible building professionally presented with 
fresh interpretations, interactive displays, and films. 

Connections magazine asked Dawn Lancaster - the museum director what 
she was most pleased with. 

She said, ‘What pleases me most was the way the funders, our friends, our 
volunteers, and the trust all pulled together with our professionals to 
achieve this wonderful museum in these most trying times...it has been 
such a privilege to lead such a team!’ 

The museum is open Tuesday to Saturday from 10 am until 5 pm with last 
admission at 4pm.  Adults tickets are £6 and children £3.  All proceeds go 
directly to the museum to continue their work in conservation, education, 
and community outreach. 

Our cheeky reporter managed to bag a special offer from Dawn so do 
please make use of it for a delightful and edifying experience. 

Graham Morgan, St John’s 

Llandudno Museum Special Offer  

For Connections Readers. Expires April 2022 

To claim simply mention Connections Magazine when paying  

2 for 1 

E
xp

ir
a

ti
o

n
 D

a
te

: 
A

p
ri

l 
2

0
2

2
 

One Free entry when accompanied by a paying adult 
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SITUATIONS VACANT:  

ST JOHN’S METHODIST CHURCH 

A few years ago our church used to 
have activities everyday, and even 
before the pandemic there were 

signs of people getting tired, and now some of those people are no longer 
here on Earth, or no longer feel able to take part in the activities that they 
once did.  And yet we know that during the time of distancing, many have 
felt drawn into our churches, and the problems in society have, for many 
got worse.  So is hard after (almost) everything stopped in the church 
during the lockdowns not to be left with the feeling that Jesus expressed 
'the harvest is large, but there are few workers to gather it in'  (Matthew 
9:37 Good News Translation).    As a leadership team we have aimed to do 
the small things and to do them well, but even small things need a group 
of people to lead and support. 

So what in our church needs you? Look around, it all does!  If you have 
time or a talent, we would like to help you to use it!  We need tea makers 
and technology operators, stewards and soup makers, we need a 
treasurer and toy tidiers (after the children's activities), coffee makers 
and choir concert organisers. 

If you would like to help with any of these roles then please speak to any 
of the stewards (Rhian, Janet, Mary, Hannah) or to Rev Bev.  We would 
love to help you to use your God-given talents for His glory at St John's.  As 
Paul said 'the body is not made up of one part but of many' (1 Cor 12:14), 
so this church needs you and your talents! 

SITUATION VACANT: ST DAVID’S:  We at St David’s are in the same 
position as our partner church St John’s. We too need helpers to come 
forward to ensure we are able to do God’s work in our community and 
church.  We need help with refreshments, media, stewards, people to 
assist in organising and supervising church activities and events.  Without 
additional help we cannot do or expand our work.  So if you have time to 
spare please offer your talents and services to God through volunteering 
at your church.  Come speak to Gill, Maria, Sue, Paula ,Hilary or Dave we 
would love to speak to you concerning how you can use your talents for 
God. 
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WHY NAME A CHURCH ST. JOHN’S? 

John, whose name means Jehovah is gracious, 
was born around A.D. 6.  His mother was 
Salome, the sister of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, so he and his elder brother James were 
first cousins of Jesus.  No doubt they visited 
Auntie Mary often and would meet her eldest 
son, Jesus, who was about 10 years older 

than John.  He was called by Jesus to be a disciple in the summer of A.D. 
27, when he was about 21.  His brother James was called at the same time.  
So, it is not surprising to find James and John in Jesus’ closest circle along 
with Peter.  The three accompanied Jesus throughout His ministry and had 
the special privilege of seeing Him transfigured, changed before their very 
eyes into the glorious blindingly bright figure who shone like the sun 
(Matthew 17).  What a life-changing experience! 

John was again in these same three to be taken apart from the rest of the 
disciples to see close up the agony of spirit that Jesus went through in the 
Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26).  How his heart must have broken to 
hear his best friend pouring out His heart in prayer, to see Him sweating so 
severely that blood vessels broke under the strain (Luke 22:44)! 

But ,far worse, how can we ever imagine the emotional devastation that 
John felt as he watched, helpless, as his beloved friend and Master was 
nailed hand and foot to a rough wooden cross?  

It was John whom Jesus entrusted with the care of Mary as He gazed down 
on them from the cross (John 19:27).  There can be no room for doubting 
that Jesus viewed John as a special friend, the one above all others whom 
he could trust to care for His mother.  Little wonder that John describes 
himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 21:7). 

Then, on the Sunday following Good Friday, here we see John racing to the 
grave, outrunning Peter, as the women bring the shocking news that the 
tomb in empty.  Has it been vandalised by grave robbers who have stolen 
the expensive spices and linen wrappings?  Have the Jewish authorities 
taken the corpse out of spite because it has received a royal burial?  No, 
only the body is missing; everything else is tidy, with all the grave clothes 
folded tidily.  It is a complete mystery, and not until Sunday evening that 
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Jesus comes to the frightened disciples who are hiding behind locked 
doors.  No doubt overcome with joy, John realises - Jesus is alive! 

These powerful experiences, and all the others he had while he 
accompanied Jesus for about three and a half years, formed this young 
man into the great man of faith who lived on into his nineties – far beyond 
all the other Apostles.  As the last remaining Apostle, John would have had 
immense importance.  He probably had charge of all the churches in 
western Asia Minor (Turkey).  This would explain his letters to the seven 
churches in the Book of Revelation (all located in this region).  

It was this faith that was sorely tested when severe persecution came 
upon the whole church under the reign of the tyrannical thug Emperor 
Domitian. 

Domitian reigned as Roman Emperor from 81 to 96 A.D.  He probably 
banished John to the island of Patmos, late in his reign of terror towards 
Christians, perhaps with the hope that John would die on the island.  God 
turned John's exile on an island into something incredibly good. 
(Rom.8:28).  It was during his island imprisonment that John wrote 
important letters such as this preserved in 1,2,3 John.  But by far the 
greatest blessing received by John at this time was his mighty supernatural 
visit by Jesus Himself, and the series of astonishing visions which he 
recorded in the Book of Revelation. 

Domitian's successor Nerva, who ruled the Roman world empire from 96 
to early 98, likely released John in 96 from his banishment.  It is believed 
that, after his release from being banished he finalised the arrangement of 
books and the canonization of the New Testament around 96 - 99 A.D. 
John lived a long and fruitful life right to the end.  He died close to 100 
A.D. Evidence suggests the last apostle ended his days, full of faith, 
finishing strong in his love for Jesus and fellow saints, in the Asia Minor 
city of Ephesus.  Ephesus was an important centre of learning with an 
immense library near the harbour.  It was a city of scholarship (rather like a 
university city today), and John probably ran a school of theology, training 
other disciples to spread true doctrine to combat heresy, and establish 
more churches and training centres. 

Such a man is indeed worthy to have so many churches named in his 
honour!  Neil McKenzie 

https://www.biblestudy.org/maps/the-seven-churches-of-revelation-map.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/basicart/how-did-we-get-the-bible.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/basicart/how-did-we-get-the-bible.html
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LOCAL CHURCH HISTORY 

Our neighbours, just down the road! 

Bethania Calvinistic Methodist Chapel was built in 
1886.  Typically unpretentious style.  The chapel had 
pebbledash walls, a slate roof, a chapel house, vestry 
and Sunday school.  It is now a private residence. 

Calvinistic Methodists are a body of Christians forming the Presbyterian 
Church of Wales and claiming to be the only denomination of the 
Presbyterian order in Wales which is of purely Welsh origin.  (Calvinistic 
Methodist Archive). 

Did any of our readers attend or preach in this Chapel If so we would love 
an account from you?   

KNOW YOUR PLACE!  Not all of us are Welsh-speaking so we thought it 
might be a good idea to share with you what some familiar local landmarks 
are known as in Welsh or Norse and what those names mean. So here 
goes! 

The Great Orme.  The word Orme is from a Viking language and means Sea 
Worm or Serpent. Apparently, it was a shock to behold for the first time 
and was approached with trepidation no doubt. From the North Shore the 
promontory looks like a crocodile to me  but from out at sea it takes on the 
resemblance of a sea serpent. 

The Little Orme.  The Hill which forms the Little Orme is Rwledyn in welsh. 
It means a hill where legendary maiden Lledin is buried.  The area is also 
called Trwyn y Fuwch which translates as the Cow’s Nose. 

Angel Bay.  In welsh it is called Porth Dyniewaid which straightforwardly 
means Seal Bay. Highly appropriate as it has been associated with an 
established population of seals. In the recent past, this bay was also 
referred to as White Chapel Bay for reasons which are not clear. Even local 
expert John Lawson Ray is baffled. 

Craig Y Don. The rock amongst the waves in English A poetic description. 

Llandudno.  A simple translation in English would provide The holy place of 
Saint Tudno. This translation does not quite convey the full weight of 
meaning of Llan ( of which an essay could be written) which means more 
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ARTICLES FOR THE  

EASTER 2022 EDITION 

Please can you get any 
contributions for this edition 

to me by:- 

Sunday 20 March 2022 

Easter Sunday 

is on the 17 April 2022. 

My email address is:- 
maria.s.carter7@gmail.com 

Thank you , Maria Carter &  

Graham Morgan 

than church but also means a holy or sacred place where a saint or holy 
person dwelt or held counsel . 

Rhos on Sea.  This is a portmanteau phrase being partly Welsh and partly 
English. Rhos in welsh means moor and probably echoes the idea of 
reeds/salt marsh and is found in many place names in Wales.  The original 
name for Rhos on Sea was Llandrillo yn Rhos being the holy place of Saint 
Trillo in the area of the Rhos cantref (or administrative area). It was 
probably called Rhos on Sea as a marketing device to promote English 
tourism .  The Church in Wales church is called Llandrillo Yn Rhos as is the 
college. 

Deganwy.  There is a debate about its origins with plenty of evidence that 
it was called several things before it became Deganwy which in Welsh 
would be Din-Gonwy literally the fort or castle of the Conwy River. 

Gloddaeth.  A name associated with a Hall, a Street, an avenue as well as 
woods. It is thought to be a family name and does not translate literally 
into anything else than a name. 

Nant Y Gammar.  An area of Craig y Don associated historically with 
quarries and lime kilns. Nant means valley and Gammar is more 
problematical being translated as old Welsh for crooked.   

Graham Morgan, St John’s. 
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St John’s Church, Mostyn Street, 
Llandudno.  Services: 

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  

St David’s Church, Mostyn Avenue, 

Craig-Y-Don.  Services: 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

Our minister is available to discuss any matter of concern, including: 
Information about the Christian faith;  
The baptism of children and adults;  
Preparation for church membership;  
Marriage preparation and ceremonies; 
Funeral and memorial services. 
 

If you would like to talk to Rev Bev about these or any other matters, 
she can be contacted on 01492-877799 or emailed at 
revbev@llandudnomethodists.org.uk  

ST. JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH OFFICE: 53-55 Mostyn Street, 

Llandudno, Conwy, LL30 2NN.  Telephone: (01492) 860439.  

Email: stjohnsllandudno@gmail.com 

Llandudno Methodist Churches 

St John’s and St David’s Churches are part of the Conwy & Prestatyn  

Circuit of the Methodist Church.  They share a minister, Rev Beverley 
Ramsden.  A leaflet is available at the back of both churches with 
further details about Methodism, its beliefs and practices. 

mailto:stjohnsllandudno@gmail.com

