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StF264 Make way, make way for Christ the King 
 
Lord God, Christmas is coming. 
There is so much to be done.  
The list is getting longer.  
Time is getting shorter.  
But all of it can wait.  
We make straight paths to you this morning. 
 
The Christmas cards need writing. 
The presents still need wrapping… 
The presents still need buying.  
But everything can wait.  
We are making straight paths to you today. 
 
Help us get ready, Lord, ready to receive you. 
Prepare our hearts. 
Clear the way of all that blocks your Spirit’s entry. 
Make straight the paths of our lives for your coming we pray. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Amen. 
 
All age – how are you preparing for Christmas?  
 
Most important of all is that we prepare ourselves – not only to enjoy any time we 
manage to have with family and friends but also to prepare time to be with Jesus, 
whose birthday we celebrate, his coming into the world and into our lives. 
 
StF183 Praise to the God who clears the way 
SD: we prepare by putting the Chrismons on the tree as we sing. 
 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 3:1-6 
 
Malachi is the last OT voice. Following his words there are 400 years or more of 
silence. Not till John the Baptist do we hear the words of another prophet. The 
gospel writers are keen to provide a point of connection between John and the 
prophets who had gone before him - John’s words echo the words of Malachi and 
also Isaiah, the greatest of the prophets. 
 



In Malachi’s time the people of Israel had become lukewarm in their faith. Years 
before, the people had clung to God through their time in exile and, having returned 
home, they had optimistically set about rebuilding. But by Malachi’s time their hope 
and enthusiasm had faded. They struggled to see that God loved them and they felt 
that serving God wasn’t getting them any reward. 
 
It’s not like the people had become big sinners, but they had lost their way. They 
kept their outer forms of religion but they had lost contact with the God it was 
supposed to be about. They were going through the motions but it meant very little. 
There was no deep connection any more. 
 
So Malachi spoke out against this lukewarm attitude, demanding that the people 
return to a passionate faith rooted in a relationship with God. 
 
Does this sound familiar? The same sort of idea appears in the book of Revelation, 
where Jesus speaks to the church at Laodicea: “I know your deeds, that you are 
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are 
lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I 
am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing’ But you do not realise that 
you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked… Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he 
with me.” (Rev 3:15-16 and 19-20) 
 
God said that to the people of Israel in Malachi’s time. Jesus said that to the early 
church in Laodicea. Is he saying the same to us now? In these increasingly secular 
times, where our society is less and less supportive of religious practice, if we are 
serious then surely we need to hold even more strongly to the faith we profess. The 
pandemic itself has been and continues to be a time of testing for us – are we able 
to continue to find ways to focus on God, to worship him and grow our faith as we 
meet together? Or are we at risk of getting out of the habit of meeting together? 
 
How did the Israelites and church at Laodicea expect to hear from God if they were 
lukewarm and did not take him seriously or spend time waiting to hear his voice? 
We will not hear his voice either if we do not take listening seriously. We have to get 
into the word of God in the Bible, we have to get down to prayer, if we really want to 
hear from God. Or to put it another way, the way Isaiah, Malachi and John the 
Baptist put it, we have to prepare the way for the Lord so that, when he speaks, we 
are ready to hear. 
 
It does work. In Malachi, the Lord says, “Test me out in this, and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it” (3:10) 
 
But it takes discipline and devotion to prepare the way of the Lord. It’s not easy. As 
Malachi says, “Who can endure the day of his coming? He is like a refiner’s fire or a 



launderer’s soap.” If we want to get serious with God then we have to be prepared 
to be refined with the fire of his Spirit, and scrubbed clean with the soap of the Spirit! 
 
By the time of John the Baptist, after 400 years of silence, the Jews were longing to 
hear the voice of God again. No wonder they flocked into the wilderness to listen to 
John proclaim the word of the Lord. How about you? Do we need to hear God’s 
voice again – in our individual lives, in our church, in our country? 
 
If we want to hear God’s voice, we need to be prepared. We need to prepare the 
way of the Lord. Let’s look at how John did it.  
 
John went out into the desert. He wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt round his waist, and that he ate locusts and wild honey. I like the sound of the 
honey but I don’t fancy the rest! Why did he do these things, these things we would 
consider extreme? 
 
Because simplification is vital if we are to prepare the way of the Lord. A life filled 
with clutter, with excess, with distractions, is not conducive to a life focussed on 
God. How do we expect to hear from God if we are glued to the TV or to social 
media or the internet? We have to take time, set-aside time, to build our relationship 
with God. 
 
John was so serious about it that he went out into the desert to avoid the 
distractions of ordinary life. There is a long tradition of Christians doing that through 
the ages – the Desert Fathers in the early days of Christianity for example. And 
almost every cave in Wales is said to have been the retreat of a saint. 
 
Being alone with God. Simplicity of life. Prayer and meditation. That was where John 
found the strength and vision to begin his work. I’m not suggesting we have to go 
into the desert to find God, but I am suggesting that we simplify - simplify our lives, 
and take set-aside time to be with God every single day. 
 
John’s time with God prepared the way for the Lord to speak to him in the quiet of 
solitude. It also meant that he could then help other people prepare the way of the 
Lord in their lives by his ministry of teaching and baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
If we want to prepare the way for the Lord in our own lives and then help others do 
the same, we need to prepare well, really well. So we need to find ways to focus on 
God, on worship, on his word in the Bible, on prayer, and most specifically through 
set-aside time to be in company with him. It’s a discipline, a habit for life – and not 
only a personal one but a communal one. 
 
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews summarises this well. “Let us keep drawing 
near to God with a sincere heart… And let us consider how we can spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as 



some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more 
as we see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
 
Prepare the way for the Lord! 
Make straight paths for him, paths straight to your heart and soul.  
And you will see God’s promised salvation. 
 
“Test me in this,” says the Lord, “And see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it all.” 
 
Prayers of intercession MWB p121 
Lord’s prayer 
 
Offering – in box(es) at back of church or via standing order. 
 
StF182 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry (not v4) 
 
Blessing and sending out MWB p128 items 32 and 33 


