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HARVEST 2021 

CONNECTIONS 

A seasonal publication produced by  

St David's and St John's Methodist 
Churches, Llandudno.   

Minister, Rev Bev Ramsden. 

I can't believe it.  I have started my last 

year as a minister in Llandudno and, 

already, we are at the first big milestone 

of the year, harvest time.  I know it's 

coming soon because the sun is lower in 

the sky and has a lovely yellowness to it, 

there is dew on the grass in the mornings 

and there is a very particular smell of fading vegetation in the air.  Also, I 

have an overwhelming urge to go out and pick blackberries! I will be doing 

so this weekend for sure. 

The pandemic has hit us hard - I think we are all still coming to the full 

realisation of that reality as we try to get back into "normal" ways. 

Certainly, it seems "forever" since we last had a relatively normal year of 

church life.  But, nonetheless, the seasons of the year and the church 

seasons running alongside give us something solid to pin our everyday 

lives to, things that don't change whatever is happening in the turmoil of 

personal and community life.  The seasons give us fixed periods in the 

year, the church season and festivals do likewise. 

This year, I hope to be able to reprise some of the "best bits" of my time in 

Llandudno, many of them linked to church festivals and annual seasons.  I 
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want to do this simply because it should give us some good things to look 

forward to and remind us of good times in the past.  But also I want to do it 

because I want us to realise that we can do good things again in the future. 

The consistency of the seasons and fixed points of the church's year remind 

us that we can trust in God's steadfastness.  He is the one constant in our 

lives that gives us security when all around is chaos.  

Harvest is nearly upon us, and it is a time for gratitude - thankfulness for 

God's provision in the past and present, and thankfulness that he can be 

trusted into the future.  We are held safe in God's hands however the winds 

and waves of life rage round us. 

We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good; 

the seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer for all thy love imparts 

and what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts. 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 

Rev Beverley Ramsden. 

IN TRIBUTE TO ANN HUGHES 

Ann was involved in every aspect of church life 

and fellowship.  She had a heart for service and 

this was demonstrated through the many roles 

she carried out.  She worked with, and cared for, 

young and old.  She could be found in the kitchen 

at Messy Church and with the toddlers.  She knew 

all of the names and stories of the homeless who 

came for sandwiches, she knew them as individuals and gave them 
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dignity.  She served as a member of the church council and as a 

communion steward.  She particularly enjoyed this aspect of worship and 

often times I would come in on a Sunday morning to find the communion 

table was already set.  She worked hard and with good humour during the 

busy Extravaganza weekend.  She was literally a steward’s dream, if there 

was a job that needed doing then her hand was up offering to do it. 

Ann loved things to be well presented and pretty, her table decorations for 

fellowship lunches made the room look inviting.  She also loved things that 

would appeal to people who were new to church, the pair of friendly 

reindeer that appeared at Christmas is one such example. 

Ann wouldn’t hold back if she didn’t agree with something, this made it 

easy to work with her, if she thought something should be done 

differently, she would tell you! 

Ann also offered an insight into her own dementia diagnosis which 

showed us how we could better support carers and those who needed 

care.  She organised a pastoral afternoon where she spoke eloquently 

about her diagnosis and ways in which it affected her on a day to day 

basis.  We all learnt so much during this time. 

The fact that Ann died during the Lego exhibition was a cruel blow to the 

church community.  She thrived on seeing so many people enjoying the 

church and the models.  She claimed to argue with Alan about his Lego 

addiction, but I think secretly she loved it too!  She loved Alan and was a 

great support to him, she worried about him and was constantly trying to 

keep his feet on the ground, often quite literally when the scaffolding was 

concerned! 

Our community was richly blessed by having Ann in it and we will miss her 

greatly, we know that she is now safe in the arms of her Lord and Saviour, 

we pray this will be of comfort to those who knew and loved her. 

Rhian Smith, Senior Steward St John’s Llandudno. 
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OPEN DOORS: AFGHANISTAN 

According to Brother Samuel, the Open Doors Field Director for Asia 

(whose name has been changed for security reasons) “Secret believers in 

Afghanistan are especially vulnerable.  Prior to Taliban rule, they already 

had a very difficult time living out their faith, as they had to keep it secret 

from their families for fear of being shunned, or worse, killed.  Now that 

the Taliban is in power, their vulnerability increases tenfold.  It would be 

almost impossible to be a follower of Jesus in this country.  We are 

monitoring the situation, but this is the time for us to ask God to have 

mercy not only on His people, but on this country as a whole.”  

As we are all now aware Afghanistan is now held by the Taliban who 

during their rule in the 1990s had been known to have had an extreme 

interpretation of Sharia (Islamic law).  These included imposing oppressive 

rules for women and violent punishments on believers who have left their 

Muslim faith to follow Christ.  Therefore our prayers are urgently needed 

particularly for the small number of Christians in the country and indeed 

for all the people of Afghanistan.  The following is taken from the Open 

Doors website who suggest 6 ways we can pray for Afghanistan. 

Pray for wisdom in how to survive.  Ask the Lord to guide the citizens in 

the country – especially our brothers and sisters – in how to deal with 

interrogations and brutalities in the days to come. 

Pray for believers will receive the pastoral care that they need. 

Pray for children in Afghanistan.  Pray for the schools and educational 

programs, that somehow they will function.  And pray that God will 

preserve the dignity and wellness of the children, by raising up bold 

prophetic warriors who will guard children’s safety and fight for their 

protection from all kinds of abuses. 

Pray for health and wellness.  Medicines are in short supply.  Pray that 

clean water continues to run in taps – if water becomes contaminated in 
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the cities, there will be widespread disease and illness. 

Pray for food to be accessible and affordable.  People are struggling right 

now, because supply chains have broken down – as they are slowly 

reinitiated, inflation and access is becoming a problem.  “The Taliban will 

first feed their soldiers then us,” a local friend of our ministry says. 

Pray that God will provide work for the day labourers and others who are 

currently without income. 

Maria Carter, St David’s and Mary Jones, St John’s for Open Doors 

PRAYER 

In the beginning there was nothing, and out of nothing you 

fashioned a universe so vast, so unimaginable that we can 

only sigh with amazement when we stare upwards on a star-lit night.  And 

within this universe you positioned the earth and populated it, provided 

for it and designed for it to be a place of beauty. 

Creator God: Thank you 

In the beginning there was just potential; the seed within the packet, soil’s 

nutrients, sunshine’s warmth, rain clouds gathering.  And within the tiny 

seed all that is our daily bread encoded, primed and ready should it be 

planted and allowed to grow. 

Creator God: Thank you 

In the beginning there was humankind, placed within your garden, made 

steward, gardener and caretaker of this place of beauty, given 

responsibilities and the capacity to enjoy. And yet among the seeds we 

have sown have been weeds and crops of our own choosing, which have 

not shown fruit or have spread and choked the earth. 

Creator God: Forgive us 

Copyright © John Birch, 2016, https://www.faithandworship.com 
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THANKING GOD FOR OUR BLESSINGS 

Our winter barley ripened quickly this year, and soon the combine 

harvesters were rolling here on the Northumberland / Scottish Border. 

As the first trailer load of grain came into the shed, I ran my hands through 

the golden grains, offering a short prayer of thankfulness as I savoured the 

smell of fresh cut barley. It was a good harvest. 

I’ve often reflected on the Old Testament festival of the Firstfruits, where 

the Israelites offered the very first sheaf of the spring harvest to God 

(Leviticus 23:9-14). I think this act required great faith, as they trusted God 

for a fruitful harvest to come, something that was far from certain, given 

their utter dependence on the weather.  

I’m not sure about you, but I’m always up for giving thanks after the event. 

I’ll sing ‘Come ye thankful people come’ and rejoice that “all is safely 

gathered in”, but am I able to trust with anticipation for what is yet to 

come? 

The festival of the First fruits reminded 

God’s people that everything they had 

came from Him. I am reminded that I 

must learn (and relearn) to trust in God, 

who has proven His faithfulness to me, 

over and over again. 

Perhaps right now as a church community 

or an individual you’re waiting for a 

certain event, standing on the cusp of a 

new initiative, praying for a certain 

outcome or anticipating a long-held vision 

becoming reality. Let’s all keep trusting that whatever the challenge, 

however things turn out, irrespective of what we anticipate, God is going 

before us and has secured the Firstfruits of an even greater harvest 
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through Jesus, as He rose from the dead.  

Just as the grain offering to God in the Old Testament anticipated a 

harvest to come, Paul reminds us that Jesus’ victory anticipates an even 

greater bodily resurrection and eternal peace (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). 

As we continue our journey with Jesus through the challenges of each day, 

let’s do so with a deepening faith and trust. In the meantime, bring on the 

harvest - I’ll see you on the other side! 

Parish Pump Editorial September 2021: This comes from a blog by 

Alistair Birkett, director of Rural Ministries for Scotland and Northern 

England.  You can read more at:  

https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/blog/anticipatingtheharvest? 

CHRISTIAN AID  

At our last meeting, CYTUN Council members were very concerned about 

the cut in overseas aid despite the government's manifesto pledge and 

asked me to write to Robin Millar MP for Aberconwy about it.  I was 

saddened but not surprised that our MP voted for the cut.   

The UK Government has cut the overseas aid budget from 0.7% to 0.5% of 

gross national income (GNI).  This 0.2% cut represents £4bn less going to 

the world’s poorest people which is a matter of life and death.  Fewer 

children will be able to access a basic education.  People will not be able 

to access vital health care during a global pandemic.  More families will go 

hungry.  As Archbishop Desmond Tutu said: “A promise to the poor is 

particularly sacred”.   

We can respond personally by pledging to give 0.2% of our income each 

month to Christian Aid.  Mike Harrison, Cytun. 

See link:  https://tinyurl.com/fu53p76y for further information. 
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EXPLANATION OF GOD!  

One of God’s main jobs is to make people.  He makes them to replace the 

ones that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on 

earth.  He doesn’t make grownups, just babies - I think because they are 

smaller and easier to make.  That way he doesn’t have to take up his 

valuable time teaching them to talk and walk.  He can leave that to 

mothers and fathers.  

God’s second most important job is listening to prayers.  An awful lot of 

this goes on, since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times 

beside bedtime.  God doesn’t have time to listen to the radio or TV 

because of this.  Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible lot 

of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.  

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps 

him pretty busy.  So you shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your 

mum and dad’s head asking for something they said you couldn’t have.  

Atheists are people who don’t 

believe in God.  I don’t think there 

are many where I live. At least 

there aren’t any who come to our 

church.  

Jesus is God’s Son.  He used to do 

all the hard work, like walking on 

water and performing miracles 

and trying to teach the people 

who didn’t want to learn about 

God.  They finally got tired of him 

preaching to them and they crucified him.  But he was good and kind, like 

his father, and he told his father that they didn’t know what they were 

doing and to forgive them and God said OK.  
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His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard 

work on earth so he told him he didn’t have to go out on the road 

anymore. He could stay in heaven.  So he did.  And now he helps his dad 

out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God 

to take care of and which ones he could take care of himself without 

having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.  

You can pray anytime you want and they sure help you because they got it 

worked out so one of them, God or Jesus, is on duty all the time.  

You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy 

and if there’s anybody you want to make happy it is God.  

Don’t skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to 

the beach.  This is wrong.  And besides the sun doesn’t come out at the 

beach until noon anyway  

If you don’t believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very 

lonely, because your parents can’t go every where with you, like to camp, 

but God can.  It is good to know He’s around you when you’re scared, in 

the dark or when you can’t swim and you get thrown into deep water by 

big kids.  

But you shouldn’t always think of what God can do for you.  I figure God 

put me here and he can take me back anytime he pleases.  

And that’s why I believe in God  

Written many years ago as homework for a boy in 3rd grade school asked 

to ‘Explain God’.  Submitted by Elizabeth Pass, St David’s. 

A little girl had been to Sunday School for the first time and was 
asked by her mother how it compared with her new primary 
school.  “Oh, I like it much better,’ she said.    ‘There are no 
exams there, you go only once a week for an hour, and at the 
end you go to heaven instead of high school.”  
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CLUES ACROSS 

1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained 

…. by faith into this grace’  

(Romans 5:2) (6) 

4. Deprives of sight  

(Deuteronomy 16:19) (6) 

8  The words of a hymn do this 

(mostly) (5) 

9 Faithful allegiance  

(1 Chronicles 12:33) (7) 

10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 

11 Where John was baptizing 

‘because there was plenty of 

water’ (John 3:23) (5) 

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 

17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness 

(Mark 1:13) (5) 

19 Comes between Amos and Jonah 

(7) 

21 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in 

heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 
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22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 

23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 

24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O 

Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 

 

 

 

CLUES DOWN 

1  Popular Christian author and 

humorist, Plass (6) 

2  Transparent ice-like mineral 

(Revelation 4:6) (7) 

3  Method of compelling surrender 

by surrounding target of attack  

(2 Chronicles 32:1) (5) 

5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 

6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 

7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 

9  Husband of Deborah, the 

prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9) 

13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) 

14 What Christ threatened to do to 

the lukewarm church in Laodicea 

(Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 

15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and 

dragged the net (John 21:11) (6) 

16 His response to Jesus’ decision to 

return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, 

that we may die with him’  

(John 11:16) (6) 

18 There will be weeping and 

gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5) 

20 Walkway between rows of pews 

in a church (5) 

QUOTE 

Local churches are to be thought of 

not as churches of individuals, but, 

primarily, churches of families. –  

Paul Helm  
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Adrienne Hall, Osteopath 

Warm, friendly, highly qualified and effective 

Llandudno Osteopathy Centre 

(Across the road from St. David’s) 

Tel 01492 879836 

adrienneosteopath@icloud.com 

Osteopathy deals with back, neck, shoulder, knee 

pain and pain associated with Osteoarthritis/

Osteoporosis, please feel free to make contact to 

discuss your needs. 

 

HAM BONE DELI BAKERY 
19, Queens Road, Craig -y -Don 

Tel. 01492 877775 

 HAM BONE FOOD HALL 

3 Lloyd Street,  Llandudno. 

Tel. 01492 860084 

Award winning pies  

Buffets catered for  

 

PROPERTYWISE 
Pete Ayling, Deganwy, North Wales.  

Est 1999 
Complete property refurbishment and repairs. 

No job too small.  Friendly personal service. 
All work fully insured and guaranteed. 

Small enough to care, big enough to cope! 
Building, joinery, plumbing, electrical, land-

scaping etc 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

07887 573831 OR 01492 572167 

post@propertywisewales.co.uk 

www.property-maintenance-conwy.co.uk 

 

Quality Private Dental Care 

All Dental Services Offered 

For further enquiries 

Please contact 01492 876467 

www.cyddental.co.uk 

mailto:adrienneosteopath@icloud.com
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 FAIRHAVEN CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

A Christian Business Ministry 

offering love and witness  

through quality service 

3 Craig-y-Don Parade 

Llandudno 

North Wales, LL30 1BG 

Rogers Jones 

Auctioneers and 
Valuers 

Your local fine art, antique  

and general valuers 

Tel. 01492 532176 

www.rogersjones.co.uk 

 

Lady Funeral Director Catrin Roberts 

A PERSONAL  

24 HOUR CARING SERVICE 

Monumental Services 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Tel. 01492 860818 

57A Mostyn Avenue,  

Llandudno, LL30 1DZ 

Llandudno Funeralcare 

Tel 01492 878447  Fax 01492 870185 

Email: fairhavenchristianhotel@gmail.com 

MYLCHREEST WINDOWS 

PVC-U Windows, Doors 

and Conservatories 

PVC-U Lock specialists 

01492 878496 

07413552871 

www.mylchreestwindows.co.uk 
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GENESIS DAY ONE 

Have you noticed how easy it is to skim 

over Bible passages, especially if they 

are familiar or difficult?  This is often the 

case when we read Genesis chapter one.  

Do you feel embarrassed when you read 

that God created the Universe in just six 

days, and turn quickly to chapter two?  Well, let’s pause at chapter one 

verse five: ‘And there was evening and there was morning, day one’ 

Have you wondered why it says evening and morning?  Normally we would 

start the day with morning, and end with evening, so this order seems odd. 

However, in the first stage of creation, the entire Universe was black.  

There was no light (verse 2).  Then came light.  So the darkness preceded 

the light just like evening preceding morning.  

The great preacher and theologian C.H. Spurgeon comments on this: 

“God called the darkness night, and called the light day (verse 5).  But then 

both together are called day – the name given to light alone!  This is 

somewhat remarkable, but it has an exact analogy in spiritual experience.  

In every believer there is darkness and light, and yet he is not to be named 

a sinner because there is sin in him, but he is to be named a saint because 

he possesses some degree of holiness.  This will be a most comforting 

thought to those who are mourning their infirmities, and who ask, ‘Can I 

be a child of God while there is so much darkness in me?’  Yes; for you, like 

the day, do not take your name from the evening, but from the morning; 

and you are spoken of in the Word of God as if you were even now 

perfectly holy as you will be soon.  You are called the child of light, though 

there is darkness in you still.  You are named after what is the 

predominating quality in the sight of God, which will one day be your 

eternal being.” 
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If I may paraphrase the remainder of his note (which is in rather quaint 

English), observe that the evening comes first.  By our fallen nature we are 

in spiritual darkness first in order of time.  A gloom is often first as we 

recognise our spiritual poverty as enemies of God (Romans 5:10).  This 

leads to our mournful awareness of our sin and our need of a Saviour.  This 

is why Jesus mentions these two first in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3,4).  

This admission of our personal sin drives us to cry out in deep humiliation, 

‘God be merciful to me, a sinner’ (Luke 18:13). Instantly, the Holy Spirit 

comes to assure us that our sins are completely forgiven, that we have 

been justified by faith.  Darkness gives way to light. 

The place of the morning is second, for it dawns when God’s grace 

overcomes our sinful nature.  As we turn to Christ, the Holy Spirit brings 

the blessed sense of complete forgiveness and reconciliation to God as our 

loving Father.  It is a beautiful saying of John Bunyan, ‘That which is last, 

lasts forever’.  That which is first, yields in due season to the last; but 

nothing comes after the last.  So that though you are naturally darkness, 

once you become light in the Lord, there is no evening to follow; ‘your sun 

shall no more go down’ (Isaiah 60:20).  For the present, as a follower of 

Jesus, you are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14).  Jesus shines through 

you.  All who follow Him are already children of the day, bringing the light 

of the Gospel to a dark world.  But the eternal day is coming, one, sacred, 

eternal, high noon. 

This is your destiny as an adopted child of God, saved by faith in Christ as 

Lord and Saviour.  Nothing can prevent this, for Almighty God has 

determined that it will happen.  Now that’s a great thought to defeat Covid 

complacency.  Praise Him!  

Guest Author, Dr. N.L McKenzie, retired physicist. 

1 Peter 1:3  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his 

great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
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Getting To Know You 

David, you and your wife, Lesley, moved to live 

in Craigside about 3 years ago from the 

Chester area. What brought you to 

Llandudno? 

We moved from Ashton Hayes, near Chester, 

where I was vicar of the parish church and also 

worked for the Diocese of Chester’s ministerial 

training department.  Lesley had retired from 

working for the National Oceanography Centre 

in Liverpool, and we decided that it was the right time for us to move.  I 

retired as a vicar, but kept my job as a tutor.  For many years, we had a 

house in Conwy that we used for days off and holidays, so we know this 

part of North Wales well.  We sold that house and moved to Craigside.  We 

both love being by the sea. For Lesley, oceans have been her life’s work.  

As for me, I like watching seabirds and I also like swimming in the sea – 

when it’s not too cold!  And as my father was born in Wales, in some ways I 

feel that I am returning to my roots. 

Where do you originate from? 

My father was Welsh and my mother Scottish, but I was born in Bebington 

on the Wirral.  When I was young, we lived within walking distance of 

Tranmere Rovers football club and I have been a life-long supporter. I have 

spent much of my life on the Wirral. 

Where were you educated? 

As a boy, attended Birkenhead School.  Then, later on, I went to the 

Liverpool Institute of Higher Education (now Liverpool Hope University), 

where I did a degree in theology.  And finally, I studied at the University of 

Manchester, doing an MA and PhD in biblical studies. 

How did your faith develop? 

David Lamb 
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I made a Christian commitment when I was 13, as a result of the witness 

of some school friends of mine.  We had a really good ‘Christian Union’ 

group at the school and I also went with my friends to a lively church that 

had a big youth group.  So, I had a positive experience of being a Christian 

as a teenager, although I also had to face teasing from other pupils at 

school.  I think that helped me early on to be determined in my faith. 

What prompted you to become an ordained minister in the Church of 

England? 

In many ways it was just a natural progression for me.  After I left school, I 

worked for a number of Christian organisations, which included being a lay 

worker at a church in Birkenhead.  While there, I trained to be a Church of 

England Reader (the equivalent of a Methodist Lay Preacher) and then I 

went on to ordination training.  I was ordained in 1994 in the Diocese of 

Liverpool, before returning to the Diocese of Chester in 2001. 

Who are the greatest influences in your life? 

I find that hard to answer, as many people have influenced me along the 

way.  Two vicars I worked for (one of whom is now a bishop) had a 

profound effect on my ministry, because of their deep faith and integrity 

and the kindness they showed to me when I was going through difficult 

times.  I also remember going to see John Stott, a famous Christian 

preacher and writer, who died 10 years ago.  I visited him in his London 

home when I was doing my ordination training and I remember his wise 

words and his humility.  That made a big impact on me. 

What are the greatest challenges you have faced during your journey as 

a leader in the Church of England? 

I expect they are similar challenges to those that face many ministers.  The 

reality of people’s lives is often hard and, particularly during my time 

working in urban parishes, I had to get alongside people impacted by child 

abuse, by their own or others’ alcohol or drug dependency, and by the 
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effects of unemployment and homelessness.  There has also been the need 

to deal with disagreements and divisions within congregations and the 

wider church.  And at times, I felt weighed down with administration, 

finance and building matters. 

For all that, the positives of seeing God at work in people’s lives and the 

sense of privilege in being a church leader have far outweighed the difficult 

times.  I love preaching and teaching, in which I try to apply the message of 

the Bible to life today, and it has been wonderful to see people come to 

faith and grow in their faith and understanding.  I have also constantly 

been reminded that I need to depend on God and not on my own strength. 

I believe that as an academic you are still active doing research into 

aspects of the New Testament. What does this involve? 

Since I completed my PhD at the University of Manchester, I have been an 

Honorary Research Fellow in biblical studies there.  This means that I do my 

own studying and writing and I give papers at university conferences on 

various New Testament topics.  Shortly after we moved here, I also did a 

year as a ‘Visiting Scholar’ in the Linguistics Department at Bangor 

University and I have kept links there.  I am currently working on a book on 

the Gospel of John. 

You are still active within the Church. Do you have any time for hobbies? 

I still have what is called ‘Permission to Officiate’ as an ordained minister in 

the Diocese of Chester and I occasionally take services in churches there.  A 

few weeks ago, I had the happy experience of taking a wedding, at which 

the bride was someone at whose baptism I was a godparent 30 years ago. 

However, I have just finished working for the diocesan ministerial training 

department, so I have got more time for hobbies.  I like keeping fit through 

walking, swimming and cycling.  My passion is for birdwatching and North 

Wales is a great area for birds.  And I will continue to support Tranmere 

Rovers FC through thick and thin!  
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You are married to Lesley, whose home was in Devon. How did you 

meet? 

Lesley was born in Bristol, but her family moved to Plymouth when she 

was young.  After doing a degree in Environmental Sciences at the 

University of East Anglia and a PhD at the University of Newcastle, she 

started work as an oceanographer, based initially in Birkenhead.  We met 

at St Mary’s Church, Upton, on the Wirral, through a Bible study group 

that we both went to, and we got married there in 1986.  There’s a lot to 

be said for joining a Bible study group! 

You and Lesley have become regular members of the congregation at St 

David’s. Why did you choose a Methodist Church (with your Anglican 

background)? 

When we moved, we wanted to go to a church that was within walking 

distance of our home and one that would be friendly and welcoming, 

where the Gospel was proclaimed in word and action.  And, to be honest, 

somewhere where I would be able to have a break after many years in 

church ministry!  We have made friends at St David’s and, in the past 

couple of years, I have been invited to lead some of the services there 

and at St John’s.  This has been a joy and privilege, particularly in the 

difficult times that we have all been through.  

Methodism is not new to me as my ordination training was on a joint 

Anglican-Methodist course and I did a curacy at a Church of England-

Methodist Local Ecumenical Project in Liverpool.  When I was vicar in 

Ashton Hayes, the local Methodist chapel had to close, so we organized a 

monthly informal service (followed by tea and cakes) to support the 

members from there.  

I see myself as a Christian first of all, rather than a member of a particular 

denomination.  What is important to me is that a church is a place where 

people love God and love others. 
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What are your plans for the future? 

To continue to serve the church as best I can.  To finish the book I’m 

working on and get it published.  To see lots of birds: I have recently got a 

new camera with a powerful lens, so I am getting into bird photography.  

To spend time with Lesley: when we were both working, we did not have a 

lot of time together, especially as Lesley was often travelling to meetings in 

this country and abroad.  Now, we can enjoy going for walks and swims 

together.  

Colin Stewart interviewing Revd. David Lamb, St David’s. 

SOFT PLASTICS RECYCLING 

The Co-op are now recycling Soft Plastics. Local stores 

participating in the scheme are located in Llandudno 

Junction, Penrhyn Bay and Rhos-on-Sea. 

Soft plastics are lightweight plastics that often cannot 

be placed in recycling bins at home.  Think plastic film lids on yoghurt 

pots, soft fruit punnets and ready meals, as well as plastic crisp packets, 

pasta bags and chocolate or biscuit wrappers, bread bags, pouches 

including pet food pouches.  

It does not matter where you bought them. 

What they are not are plastic bottles, tubs, pots, trays and caps.  If you’re 

not sure, a simple test is to scrunch it up and if it pings back, it is a useful 

indicator it is soft plastic.  More information is available at: 

www.coop.co.uk/environment/soft-plastics 

All you need to do is ‘clean it, scrunch it, Co-op it’! 

Do a bit more to help the environment.  Please. 

Mary Jones, St John’s. 
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STREAMING 

Two thirds of churches in UK plan to keep 

streaming online, says survey. 

Almost two thirds of UK churches plan to 

carry on streaming online, even after 

restrictions lift. 

According to a recent survey by the insurance group Ecclesiastical and The 

Bible Society, 93 per cent of churches have used new ways to keep in touch 

with their congregation and over two in five churches (43 per cent) saw an 

increase in attendance as a result. 

Live streaming has undoubtedly helped churches keep their services going 

during the pandemic, but this research suggests most, 62 per cent, would 

like the new habit to stay.  

In the survey, 93 per cent said that they had used the video platform Zoom 

since March 2020, while others used Facebook (60 per cent), YouTube (5 

per cent) and Microsoft Teams (1 per cent) to stream to their congregation. 

Over two in five of the churches who had used these new channels said 

that they had seen an increase in attendance against their usual numbers, 

leading most to say they will carry on streaming after lockdown ends. 

As one vicar in Norfolk said, "At the height of the pandemic we were 

getting over a hundred visits to our Facebook page a day, ten times as 

many as beforehand.  

"By using social media we've been able to reach many more people than 

ever came through the actual church door each week, so it's definitely 

something we're looking to continue offering.  There is certainly more 

hope now than there was this time last year and we look forward to the 

Lord leading us from this difficult time into freedom and new beginnings." 

Parish Pump Editorial September 2021. 
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ARTICLES FOR THE  

CHRISTMAS EDITION 

Please can you get any 
contributions for this edition 
to me by:- 

Sunday 21 November 2021 

My email address is:- 
maria.s.carter7@gmail.com 

Thank you ,  

Maria Carter &  

Graham Morgan 

PRAYER 

This world I live in, 

this town I live in, 

this street I live in, 

this house I live in, 

may each be the focus of my prayer. 

 

Those I live with, 

those I rub shoulders with, 

those I work with, 

those I don't get on with, 

may each be the focus of my prayer. 

Those who laugh, 

those who cry, 

those who hurt, 

those who hide, 

may each be the focus of my prayer. 

Prayers centred less on self 

and more on others, 

less on my circumstances, 

more on the needs of others. 

May my life be likewise centred 

less on self and more on You, 

and through You to the world, 

in which I live and move.  

John Birch 

Harvest Festival Services 

St John’s  

26 September 2021 at 11am.  

Led by Rev Bev Ramsden. 

St David’s  

10 October 2021 at 10am.  

Led by Rev Bev Ramsden. 
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LLANDUDNO METHODIST CHURCHES 

 
St John’s and St David’s Churches are part of the Conwy & Prestatyn  
Circuit of the Methodist Church.  They share a minister, Rev Beverley 
Ramsden.  A leaflet is available at the back of both churches with further 
details about Methodism, its beliefs and practices. 
 

 St John’s Church, Mostyn Street, 
Llandudno.  Services: 

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  

St David’s Church, Mostyn Avenue, 

Craig-Y-Don.  Services: 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

Our minister is available to discuss any matter of concern, including: 
Information about the Christian faith;  
The baptism of children and adults;  
Preparation for church membership;  
Marriage preparation and ceremonies; 
Funeral and memorial services. 
 

If you would like to talk to Rev Bev about these or any other matters, she 
can be contacted on 01492-877799 or emailed at 
revbev@llandudnomethodists.org.uk  

ST. JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH OFFICE: 53-55 Mostyn Street, Llandudno, 

Conwy, LL30 2NN. Telephone: (01492) 860439.  

Email: stjohnsllandudno@gmail.com 

mailto:stjohnsllandudno@gmail.com

