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Nehemiah 2:11-18 

John 12:24 

Our Old Testament reading tells us the start of the account of Nehemiah when he goes to 

view the broken down walls of Jerusalem and laments the ruinous state of the city. But he 

does not accept this ending as final. He prays to God for guidance then calls for help in 

rebuilding for a new start. And it comes. 

In the New Testament reading, we heard a well-known mini-parable of Jesus which is 

found in the context of Jesus telling his disciples about his impending death and 

resurrection, and how his disciples must also face deaths and resurrections in their own 

lives. 

I think that perhaps almost every ending in life has a new beginning associated with it, or at 

least an opportunity for one. 

I’ve been thinking about this because we are about to end one Methodist year and start a 

new one and, over the next few weeks, I will be meeting with the leadership teams of both 

churches to plan the year ahead, there will be church councils and circuit meetings and all 

the rest. 

Meanwhile, it is also the start of a new academic year and students and teachers will be 

starting afresh with new classes. For some of us, like Emma and Matthew Weir, it is an 

exciting time of new beginnings as they head off to university, but for their parents it may 

feel more like an ending than a beginning. 

But really, all of us are facing a new period in our lives as the restrictions of lockdown 

come to an end and we can restart more normal lives. 

But this is not a return to how things were. Covid and the pandemic regulations mean that 

we are all behaving differently to the way we did before. And I, for one, don’t want to go 

back. I don’t just mean in terms of the way we take care over our hand hygiene and social 

distancing, and the responsibility we need to take when we have any virus or illness we 

can pass on to someone vulnerable. I mean more broadly than that. 

I don’t want to go back to doing things the way we did before. I don’t want to just fall back 

into old ways. I want to go forward, thinking through everything we do before we do it, 

starting as if from the beginning: restarting those things we have done well in the past and 

can do well now, letting go those things we have no need of any more or that would be 

burdensome to us to restart, starting new initiatives where we see the need. Nothing 

rushed, all carefully considered and planned, step by step. And all only as we see God’s 

Spirit leading us and prompting us. 

The leadership teams and I will be looking at these things over the next few weeks. 



We will be looking at how we can get back to more of a normal way of worship, with 

singing and music for example. We are restarting evening worship once a month at St 

David’s. The toddler group at St David’s is restarting on 9th September. We are planning to 

relaunch our discipleship groups actually meeting together at last. We want to restart 

refreshments after worship and then, all being well, coffee mornings. Let’s see how we go. 

Slowly but surely, step by step, we will rebuild. 

It may be that we have to pause if we have another lockdown but we know how to do that 

now. It won’t stop starting again afterwards. 

But what about you – personally, I mean? How are you getting on with restarting your daily 

and weekly routines? Well, I hope. Seeing family and friends, getting out and about. 

And what about your participation in church life? If we are to restart or renew our activities 

then we need to know we have the people to undertake them. The leadership teams will 

not be restarting anything without your participation. To be frank with you, we are tired, 

really tired – the amount of work and thinking and planning that has been needed to bring 

our churches to this point has been enormous. It has taken a lot out of us, especially those 

whose skills are in short supply. I am thinking particularly of our technical people when I 

say this. Thank you to them and to all those who have been involved in getting us to the 

level of normality we have already reached. 

But what about you and all those church activities you used to take part in? Which of them 

would you like to see restart and which are you not too concerned about? Well, if there are 

ones you want to see restart, that’s great. But they will only restart if you take the initiative 

to make it happen. We really are starting again from the beginning. There is no one else to 

do it. Every one of the things we have managed to start so far, and plan to restart soon, 

are happening because the people involved have got together to discuss what is needed 

and have come up with a plan to make it happen. So if there is something you want to see 

happen again, or an idea you have for a new initiative we could or should undertake, then 

you need to take action. Get people together to talk about it, have a word with me or a 

steward to suggest it. But whatever you do, don’t sit there and expect it to happen without 

your involvement. It just won’t. 

We are all in this together: the ending (hopefully) of the worse of the pandemic, the start of 

a new era for the church. What is it going to look like? You can help decide that. Please – 

this is the time to get involved, this is the time to make the output from your prayers and 

thinking made known, this is the time to say if you can be involved in making it happen. 

This is not only a time of challenge, it is a time of great opportunity. Let’s not waste it. 

Prayer: 

For those are having new beginnings – facing them with excitement perhaps or with fear, 

for Emma and Matthew and all those who are starting a new stage in their lives. 

For those who face endings with no obvious new beginning – Afghanistan, Israel/Palestine, 

those who grieve, those who face loss, those who face terminal illness or a life filled with 

pain or the long decline of dementia. 

For our churches as we face the ending of old ways and the challenge of rebuilding and 

restarting. 



For ourselves that our lives may reflect the trust we have in you to prosper and guide our 

lives, that in all things you work for the good of those who love you. Help us to see how we 

can lean on you and trust in the guidance of your Holy Spirit at this time of searching for 

certainty and a clear path to follow. Help us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and follow his 

lead. 

We ask these prayers in his name and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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