
Lavish Love 
11/07/21 St David’s and livestream 10am, St John’s 11am 

 
StF72 Father God, I wonder 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPT8tzdC_sw 

Prayer MWB p408 3, 4 (adapted) and 5 (adapted), Lord’s prayer 
 
New members at SJ – Jonathan and Jenny Davis. Jonathan will speak. 
 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
I have an issue with this passage – the word predestined appears several times. Does that 
mean that it was all sorted out beforehand - who can come into a full relationship with God, 
that only certain people have been chosen to know the fullness of God’s love, and that 
everyone else is doomed to destruction and failure? 
 
Some Christians over the ages have said so, but I do not believe it. I will not believe it. 
 
God’s love is for all. And that, I am pretty sure, is what the focus of the passage is actually 
about. 
 
Look at the lovely words used in the passage: 

- He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ 
- He chose us to be holy and blameless in his sight 
- He has adopted us as his children because it was his pleasure to do so 
- He has given us his glorious grace 
- We have forgiveness from the riches of God’s grace 
- He has lavished his grace upon us – what a great word! 

 
Look at these words, these phrases. They speak of the amazing generosity and love of 
God, his desire to lavish his love on us. 
 
How can anyone think that they may be outside the love of God? 
 
It may be because of what they think about themselves and their nothingness, that they do 
not value themselves. 
It may be because of what other people tell them, that they are worthless failures and 
sinners. 
It may be that they think they have done something so bad God could never possibly 
forgive them. They cannot forgive themselves. 
It may be because of what other people have done to them, hurt them, abused them so 
badly that they cannot think of themselves as worthy of anyone’s love. 
 
It may be that as a result of these things some people feel they are not worthy of God. 
 
But they are mistaken. Because it is not our worthiness that makes God love us. 
What is it that means God love us? 
 
It’s simple. It’s because he made us – we are his children. We are his. And nothing we do 
or can do or say can make any difference to that whatsoever. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPT8tzdC_sw


 
God’s love is greater than all our frailty and failure and sin. 
What he ash achieved for us in Jesus is beyond anything we could ever do to mess it up. 
We cannot mess it up – God’s self-giving love in Christ is perfect, un-damageable. 
 
Can you not hear the words in the passage? 
God wants to lavish his love on you. 
 
It is not only for other people. 
It is not only for the special, the chosen ones. 
It is for you. 
 
The passage spells it out so clearly, you can’t possibly miss it.  
“You also were included when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.” 
 
Yes, it’s true. God wants to lavish his love and grace on YOU. 
And he wants to do it right now. 
 
No wonder the passage begins and ends with the same word – praise. 
 
Praise God for who he is.  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God who loves with such lavish generosity. 
Praise God who lives YOU with an everlasting love. 
Amen. 
 
StF443 Come, let us sing of a wonderful love 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCSx7ZZ3-2I 
 
Prayers  

- Who do you want God to lavish his love and grace on? 
- Who don’t you want to pray that prayer for? Why? What do you think God wants for 

that person? 
- Talk to God about how you can be filled with that same lavish and generous love as 

Jesus. 
 
StF338 There is a redeemer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MboAvzpvz58 
 
Blessing 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCSx7ZZ3-2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MboAvzpvz58

