
The Wise and Foolish Builders 

St David’s 10am and livestream, St John’s 11am, 25/07/21 

Welcome and explanation of Lego exhibition – St John’s 26th July to 7th August 

10am – 4pm. Come along to see the amazing models. And we still need 

stewards – please speak to Lyn or me. 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, thank you for being you. 

For being our heavenly father. 

For creating us in the first place. 

For creating everything that is, large and small, of every colour and shape. 

Thank you for watching over us and helping us. 

Thank you for your word in the Bible, guiding us how to live good lives with 

Jesus as our friend and the Holy Spirit as our guide. 

We’re sorry when we think we know best, when we think we can live perfectly 

well without you, when we forget about you and all you have done for us. 

When we mess up, forgive us, heavenly Father. Lift us up and help us to start 

again, following Jesus and his teaching every day. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for being you. Amen. 

Video of Bible story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAlLVIHZIzU 

Video song with actions (needs last bit from “Heyy” at 1:28 cutting off): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM 

Children leave (with invitation to exhibition and to next week’s service. Bring a 

Lego model to show us?) 

Matthew 7:24-27 (do not put words on overhead) 

The story is one of Jesus’ stories, a parable, where he tells a story that has an 

important godly meaning behind it. Now, don’t shout out if you know the 

answer, but what was the meaning behind the parable we just heard? I want 

you to think about it carefully and come up with a sentence that exactly and 

neatly describes its meaning. You’ve heard the story three times now – once 

direct from the Bible and also in the video and the song. 

What is the meaning of the parable? Jesus often doesn’t explain parables, he 

just tells them and leaves it to people to try to work out what he meant. But, 

interestingly, in this one Jesus does explain its meaning. So you have no 

excuse for not knowing it. What is its meaning? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAlLVIHZIzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM


The thing is, we think we know the Bible. We’ve heard it so often, or if we’re a 

really good thorough Christian, we’ve read it so often, that we think we know it 

all. 

But we don’t. And THAT is the meaning of the parable. 

The foolish builder thought he knew it all. He didn’t need to read the 

instructions. He didn’t need to study what they meant. He could do it himself. 

He didn’t need to read the instructions because he’d read them all before, he’d 

heard them enough times and he could remember what they were getting at, 

more or less… 

But the truth is, he couldn’t. And, because he had heard the instructions but 

DID NOT PUT THEM INTO PRACTICE, the parable tells us the 

consequences. His house fell with a great big crash! 

I’m going to read the parable again, then you can hear exactly what Jesus said 

about what it means…as opposed to what you thought he said… 

“Everyone who hears my teaching and puts it into practice is like a wise man 

who builds his house on the rock. The rain comes down, the streams rose, and 

the winds blow and beat against that house; yet it does not fall, because it had 

its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears my teaching and does not 

put it into practice is like a foolish man who builds his house on sand. The rain 

comes down, the streams rise, and the winds blow and beat against that 

house, and it will fall with a great big crash.” 

So you see, Jesus is telling us that we need to LISTEN to his teaching and 

then PUT IT INTO PRACTICE. If we do, our lives will be secure and solid as a 

rock, because they built on the power of Jesus himself. 

I think the reason he explains this particular parable is because of where it 

appears in relation to the rest of his teaching. I’m pretty certain about this 

because the parable begins with the word “Therefore…” Does anyone know 

what comes before it? Well, you should! Otherwise you are listening to bits of 

the Bible without understanding their meaning in relation to what is around 

them. 

This parable appears right at the very end of the Sermon on the Mount – the 

gathering of some of Jesus’ core teaching. Of course it is going to be there – 

basically, Jesus is saying, “Listen to what I have been saying, listen and 

absorb. And, now you’ve done that, go and live it out for real.”  

So, the question is, are you a wise builder or a foolish one? Are you truly 

building your life on the on the rock of the words of Jesus? Or are you just 

fooling yourself that you are? 



Do you listen or read the Bible every day and absorb its message, then go and 

put it into practice in your daily life, or do you simply surface listen 

occasionally, when you’re in church on a Sunday, then put it to one side? 

Do you both listen to AND put the words of Jesus into practice? Are you wise 

enough to do that? It’s not easy. It takes discipline and practice and 

determination to read the Bible as part of your daily routine, to ponder it and 

pray about it and then live it out. Are you up for the challenge? 

Hymn – StF158 Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBQ-ql7Xbv8 

Prayers 

- For those suffering as a result of flood – China and parts of Germany and 

Belgium 

- For those suffering as a result of drought and heat, such as parts of the 

USA and Canada in recent weeks, where it feels as if everywhere and 

everything is turning into shifting sand 

- For all who suffer as a result of climate change 

- For those in authority, that they will not forget to listen to the words of 

scientists and those who understand something of the forces of nature. 

And that they not only listen but act, put the recommendations into 

practice. Help our leaders to be wise in all matters of global importance 

such as climate change and covid 19. 

- For ourselves, that in our own lives and daily lives, we may be able to 

play our part in responsible living. Help us to listen to the words of Jesus 

AND put them into practice, for the sake of our own wellbeing and that of 

others, and for the glory of God. 

Lord’s prayer 

Hymn – StF156 From the breaking of the dawn (we can sing quietly while 

seated as we talk to God about the promise of his Word for us) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMuq5z1uaMo 

Blessing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBQ-ql7Xbv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMuq5z1uaMo

