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Welcome and explanation re theme and relation to Lego exhibition at St John’s. 
 
Isaiah 28:16 
This is what the Sovereign Lord says, “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious 
cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.” 
 
Hymn StF645 Will your anchor hold in the storms of life? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTfypuXwrMA 
 
Prayer of praise and confession 
 
Remember back to our story from last week – the wise person built his house on solid rock and 
even when floods came, it did not fall and get washed away. We are asked to build our lives on 
the rock of God’s teaching. 
 
Today we are looking at a similar theme – how Jesus is the cornerstone of the house.  
 
Let’s try building a little house right now… Use blocks to build a corner of a house. 
 
Which is the most important stone? Which one, if taken away, would cause the house to fall? 
 
This is what the Bible is talking about when it says that Jesus is the cornerstone – he is the 
most important part of our lives, the part that if we throw away, our whole life will fall down. So 
we need to build our lives on Jesus and his teaching, just as the story we heard last week also 
told us. 
 
Children leave. 
 
Hymn – StF322 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds (“dear name – the rock on which I 
build”) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWvzmbbgGLU 
 
I’ve been talking about Christ the cornerstone and how wise people build their lives on his 
teaching. But why I am referring to Jesus as the cornerstone? 
 
It’s because that is a way the Bible talks about Jesus, as the cornerstone of God’s house. Let’s 
listen to one such passage now. 
 
Acts 4:8-12 (replace capstone with cornerstone)  
 
In this reading, which comes just after he and John have healed a crippled man and have been 
questioned by the Jewish leaders who ask “By what power or what name did you do this?” 
 
Peter explains to the Jewish leaders that it is in the name of Jesus that they healed the man 
and quotes scripture to back up this claim. Psalm 118:22 says “the stone you builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. The Lord has done this and it is marvellous in our eyes.” Peter is 
telling the Jewish leaders that they have missed the most important event of history – the 
coming of Christ, the Messiah, the Saviour of the world. “Salvation is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.” He couldn’t have put it any 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTfypuXwrMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWvzmbbgGLU


clearer, could he? Without the cornerstone the building falls, it cannot stand. It is the same with 
Jesus. He is our means of salvation, the way home to God, and without him we are nothing. 
Rejecting him, we are lost, we will fall. Accepting him as our Lord and Saviour, we stand 
strong, we are saved. Chris the cornerstone is the foundation or our faith. 
 
I quoted another piece of OT scripture about the cornerstone at the beginning of the service. 
Isaiah 28:16 – ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says, “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested 
stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be 
dismayed.” ‘ 
 
This says a rather similar thing to that we have already discussed but has a slightly different 
emphasis. It is not so much about accepting Jesus as our Saviour but about living that out day 
by day. “The one who trusts will never be dismayed.” If we put our trust in God in Christ then 
we will never be in complete despair. That’s not to say that Christians never feel bad, never get 
upset, never get depressed or anxious or distressed. Rather, it is saying that despite the 
troubles of life, we can never be permanently shaken because Christ is our cornerstone and 
foundation. He holds us together. He keeps us strong on solid ground. And so we stand firm 
whatever life throws at us. All because Christ is our cornerstone. So Christ the cornerstone is 
not only our solid strong foundation but also the trusted stone on which we build our lives. 
 
Here is another Bible passage about Christ the cornerstone: “In Christ Jesus you who were 
once far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ… Consequently, you are no 
longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with the rest of God’s people and members of 
God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rise to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a 
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” Ephesians 2:13 and 19-22. Passages in 1 Peter 2:4-
5a and 1 Corinthians 3:16 say similar things. 
 
This passage tells us a lot about Christ the cornerstone and about us in relation to that 
cornerstone. 
 
Firstly, it tells us that Christ is the cornerstone that holds everyone together. “In him the whole 
building is joined together.” 
 
Secondly, it tells us that there are other stones – the base stones being the apostles and 
prophets, those who have gone before us in the faith. And then we get built on top of this 
strong foundation. In other words, we too are stones – built together with the apostles and 
prophets and Christ himself to form one strong building of faith. We all matter, we all contribute 
to the whole and it is Christ the cornerstone who holds us together in unity and strength. 
 
Thirdly, the passage tells us that the building we are making together is a dwelling for God, 
where he dwells by his Holy Spirit. I love this idea. It is not only that God dwells in each one of 
us separately, though that is amazing enough in itself – God wants to live in me!? But it is even 
more than that – God wants to live in US as one building, one dwelling place. It is as we come 
together to form the church, the community of faith, that God’s Spirit is most at home. And, 
most particularly, it is only when we are built “in him”, that is Christ Jesus, that we are able to 
form that cohesive unified community of faith where God’s Spirit can dwell. 
 
Christ the cornerstone: 

- Our solid strong foundation of salvation 
- The stone we trust, on which we build our lives free from fear and despair 



- The stone which enables us to be built alongside others 
- The stone on whom we are built together to form a dwelling for the Holy Spirit of God. 

 
Christ the cornerstone. Christ our cornerstone. 
 
Is your life built on Christ the cornerstone? Is he both your Saviour and your Lord day by day? 
And are you built and building alongside others who are similarly built on Christ? Are you 
together forming a dwelling for the Spirit of God? 
 
What a challenge that is. And what a promise. 
 
Father God, we thank you for all that you have done for us in Jesus. Thank you that you love 
us so much. Thank you for your offer of a life lived in security with you. Thank you for the 
teaching of Jesus to help us live our lives the right way, on a strong foundation. Thank you that 
the work of Jesus on the cross means that we can remain fastened to the rock of your love, 
sure and steadfast throughout time. Help us to live lives securely connected to Christ the 
cornerstone. And helps us to build together on that strong foundation. May we be open to your 
Spirit’s desire to live within us and work through us. Amen. 
 
Hymn – StF351 In Christ alone (this Cornerstone, this solid ground) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE 
 
May the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit go with you as you seek to live the life 
God has intended for you in unity with Jesus, Christ the cornerstone. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE

