
Let us build… 

St David’s 10am 13/06/21 and St John’s 11am 20/06/21 

For prior to our general church meetings 

 

Hymn StF410 Lord, your church on earth is seeking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e77x9gVYW2A 

 

Prayer – StF77, lines alternated by leader and congregation (words on overhead) 

 

Bible reading: Psalm 127 

 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.” 

 

Immediately after our service today we will be holding our general church meeting. We didn’t hold 

one last year even though CPD (the Methodist Church’s rule book) says we must. But it was 

impossible, we were in lockdown and still in trying to come to terms with the situation. 

 

This year, we are still in the throes of the covid pandemic (who would have thought that back in 

February 2020 – it was a different world we lived in then) and it is obvious now that there is going 

to be no clear tidy ending when we can all go back to our previous ways of being. Instead we are 

having to build again almost from the foundations. 

 

Every household, every family, every neighbourhood and town, is having to rethink and restart, 

with no certainty that they will not have to stop and start yet again at some point in the future. It’s 

tiring, isn’t it. 

 

Virtually every organisation has suffered major financial and resource losses, some catastrophic 

and from which there is no recovery possible. Our church has been very fortunate. Despite the 

loss of income from our choir concerts and room hire, our people have continued to give, 

generously and consistently. For that we are very grateful. At St David’s we have also benefitted 

from a substantial legacy that has cushioned the blow for us. At St John’s our reserves mean we 

have weathered the storm. 

 

So far. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e77x9gVYW2A


Who knows what the future will hold? All I know is that we must rebuild. That is our calling. 

Christianity is not a “keep it to yourself” religion. It is an open arms, “taste and see that the Lord is 

good” sort of religion, a faith that reaches out and wants to share. 

 

The modern hymn by Marty Haugen, “Let us build a house” came into my mind this last week. 

We’ll hear it shortly. I thought it was worth reviewing to see what clues it can give us as to how we 

rebuild. 

 

V1 

The first verse speaks of a place where everyone can be safe and be loved. That’s interesting, I 

think, because I always worry slightly when we say “everyone is welcome.” That isn’t strictly true, 

is it? We do not welcome those who want to destroy or harm God’s children or God’s mission. So 

who do we welcome? Anyone who comes with an open or questioning mind or a loving heart or 

even a broken heart. God binds up the broken-hearted after all and offers forgiveness to all who 

want to turn around and begin again.  

 

So as we rebuild, we need to be welcoming and open and supportive while at the same time being 

careful with regard to covid regulations, safeguarding and other health & safety concerns. Thank 

you to the stewards and others who have worked with me to make the premises as safe as 

possible for us all to worship in confidence. Thank you too to our safeguarding officers who have 

worked tirelessly to ensure we are making our activities as safe and welcoming as possible. (We 

need a new safeguarding officer at St David’s). 

 

V2 

The second verse makes clear that the word of God must be proclaimed in both word and deed, 

that grace must be manifest in our words and our actions, that we must act as Christ’s 

representatives at all times, that the truth must be stated with boldness. 

 

So we have been right to restart with the core of our faith activities, with worship. And we have 

learned, during lockdown, how to increase the reach of the Word through online approaches such 

as the blog and livestreaming. Quite how we will manage to keep all of these things going I don’t 

know yet but we will see what can be done. For such approaches to continue, of course, we need 

volunteers willing to learn how to handle them. Perhaps that volunteer is you? 

 

V3 



Verse 3 talks about wheat and wine, a banquet hall on holy ground – communion, of course. 

Different denominations place different emphases on Holy Communion, the Eucharist, but I think 

we can all say that it is important and a core enacted statement of our faith. 

 

It has not been easy to hold Holy Communion during the pandemic, the possibilities for virus 

transmission are many. But we have found a way. It is not at all the way we want it to be but it is a 

start. Thank you to all the communion stewards for their work in bringing the possibility of Holy 

Communion to us. 

 

V4 

The fourth verse makes clear that church is not a building but a people, reaching out beyond the 

brick and stone to offer God’s love and care to all who will receive. We have to live the Word out 

there in our daily lives. 

 

Again, this has not been easy during the pandemic. All our previous ways of watching over one 

another were thrown into the air. All our activities in the neighbourhood and town were stopped. 

Who knows which of them will restart and when? What will happen to our toddler groups, Messy 

Church, Sunday Seekers/Story Keepers, lunch clubs, afternoon fellowship, our work with rough 

sleepers, and all the rest? 

 

Thank you to our pastoral visitors and others who have kept in touch with our church family during 

lockdown, holding us together while physically apart through phone calls, emails, knocks at the 

door – your work has been invaluable and has never stopped despite everything. Thank you to all 

those who are working on how we can restart our outreach activities such as toddler group. 

 

V5 

The last verse talks of singing and songs! Aagh. We can’t do those yet. Maybe not for a long time. 

But we can do what the verse suggests – enable everyone to have a voice, everyone to have a 

place in our fellowship, everyone to matter.  

 

The verse makes plain that things are not always easy. We build with tears and cries and laughter. 

There have been a lot of tears and cries. So we all need some laughter going forward. Let’s build 

for some. 

 

And let’s do as the hymn advises – build everything on the foundation of prayers of faith and 

songs of grace. 

 



We have made a start. Now we need to work out what else we can restart, what else we should 

restart. Maybe not everything should. It very much depends on what God wants of us in this new 

age, and who is willing to step up to take on the responsibility of making it happen. And we must 

heed the words of the psalm, “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.” 

 

Well, I am confident that God wants to build the Christian church and that he wants us to help. He 

has confidence in us to do it. But we need to listen carefully, listen for the gentle promptings of the 

Holy Spirit, gently, gently prodding us and beckoning us to move forward, slowly but surely and 

testing the way as we go. 

 

Let’s do what we can. Let’s do it safely. And let’s do it together, strong in the knowledge that God 

himself is upholding us as we go. 

 

Hymn StF409 Let us build a house 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3Pb77ylz_Q 

 

Prayer (based on MWB p.176): 

- For those in authority who are working out how to deal with the continued covid threat 

- For our church and churches everywhere 

- For our neighbourhood 

- For ourselves 

 

Lord’s prayer 

 

Hymn – Yesterday, today and forever (with actions?) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjOLDaSfIHQ 

 

Blessing and sending out 

 


