
God in the little things 
 
StF100 All things bright and beautiful 
 
Prayer of praise and confession: Methodist Worship Book p28 
 
1 Kings 19:11-13a (give context) starting “The Lord said to Elijah…” ending 
“cave.” 
 
Col 3:12-17 
 
StF668 Teach me, my God and King 
 
Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things thee to see 
And what I do in anything 
To do it as for thee. 
 
l want to mention just two very little things this morning – two very little things 
that are really very big things. Both are mentioned in the hymn verse. 
 
The first is “Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to see.”  
 
God can be seen in all things, even the little things. When we tell of the action 
of God in our own lives or hear them told to us in others’ lives, we are often led 
to think of the times God was at work in the big things that happen in an 
individual’s life or the life of our church or country. But this hymn says 
something different – that we can see God in all things. I think maybe the 
writer means all things, perhaps especially the little things, the often 
overlooked things. God in all things. 
 
This is a major shift in thinking for us because we’ve been taught to consider 
that it is the big things that matter – getting on well in our education and 
careers, having a family, being famous, having big life-changing spiritual 
experiences. But, really, think about it. Where is God found for most of us, 
most of the time? In the little things – in our daily prayer time, in our 
interactions with those who exhibit the grace of Christ, in our relationships with 
those who love us and who we love. Also in the cups of tea and the hugs and 
all those little social interactions we have been starved of over the last year. 
Perhaps this difficult time has taught us something important – to cherish 
those little things a bit better. 
 



We have an opportunity now, to learn how to see God in all things. Yes, even 
the bad things. Elijah found God in the little whisper not the strong wind or the 
earthquake or the fire, and he found him in a bad time not a good time.  
 
That doesn’t mean that God is the bad thing, rather that he is speaking to us in 
and through all things, even the bad things. That’s how I read that famous 
verse from Romans 8, “In all things God works for the good of those who love 
him.” In all things, both good and bad. 
 
What an opportunity we have to grow in faith and grace if we can only learn to 
receive this wonderful news – God is in all things. Look and see. Seek and you 
will find. 
 
The second part of the hymn verse says, “And what I do in anything, to do it as 
for thee.”  
 
“What I do in anything…” Anything. Again, I take that to mean anything and 
everything, even the little things, perhaps especially the little things, can be 
offered up to God as an act of loving service. 
 
There is a poem by a man a called George MacDonald titled, “The Hidden 
Life.” It tells the story of an intellectually gifted young man who turned his back 
on a prestigious academic career to return to his ageing father and to the 
family farm. There he engaged in what the poem calls “ordinary deeds” and 
“simple forms of human helpfulness.” His friends were upset at what they saw 
as a waste of his talents. 
 
Perhaps you feel unnoticed sometimes. Perhaps you try your best to serve 
God but do it in an unnoticed place in an unnoticed way, doing nothing more 
than “ordinary deeds”. Others might think that’s a waste. But God wastes 
nothing. Every act of love undertaken for his sake is noted and has eternal 
consequences. That, as the hymn tells us, is what turns daily duty into worship 
and service. 
 
In Lent we were studying some of the Welsh saints. We learned that, in his last 
sermon, St David exhorted his followers to “do the little things you have seen 
me do.” The phrase has stuck with me and has become rather a mantra for me 
in these perplexing times. “Do the little things.”  For me that has become “Do 
the little things well”, a bit like “Look after the pennies, and the pounds will look 
after themselves” except about actions rather than money. 
 
Just at the moment there are too many big things to worry about, too many 
things directly impinging on us that are out of our control. So maybe it is a 
better idea to focus on the little things and do them to the best of our ability. 



 
The apostle Paul challenged the Colossians: “Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,” and “work at it with all your heart, 
working for the Lord, and you will receive your reward from him.” (Col. 3:17, 
23-24). God takes notice and delights in our work for him, wherever and 
whoever we are. However small and insignificant we may feel, we matter to 
him and our efforts to honour him do the same. 
 
Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things thee to see 
And what I do in anything 
To do it as for thee. 
 
Prayers for ourselves and others: 
 
Intercessions: Methodist Worship Book p35 
 
Dedication: 
Time to ponder where we see God day by day. 
Time to ponder what little things we do that can be offered to his service. 
 
Dear Lord, may I be willing to be hidden and unknown today, yet ready to 
speak a word or offer a supporting hand to those who are weary or struggling 
in some way. May Your Spirit touch my words and actions, and make them 
yours so that they may enrich, refresh and encourage others. 
 
Lord’s prayer 
 
StF73i Fill thou my life, O Lord my God 
 
Blessing : Methodist Worship Book p38 
 


