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Call to worship: 
Praise God in his holy house of worship, praise him under the open skies. 
Praise God in our homes, praise him in our schools, on our streets and at work.  
Praise him for his acts of power, praise him for his magnificent greatness. 
Praise with a blast on the trumpet, praise with music through our headphones; 
Praise him with loud noises, praise him in quiet whispers.  
However we do it, praise God. 
Let every living, breathing creature praise GOD!  
Hallelujah! 
 
StF57 Now thank we all our God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfXldoDnvq4 
 
Opening prayer: 
In the beginning, God made everything and saw that it was good. 
God of all, we come before you today just as we are - frail and imperfect, but longing to be 
more like Jesus. 
We lift to you the joy of being alive. 
We praise you that we are part of your amazing creation. 
Plant in us an ever-growing love for you. 
Let worship and praise burst from our hearts. 
Let the fruitfulness of our lives bring glory to you. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
John 15:1-9 
 
StF258 You are the vine, we are the branches 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=301PlhiRNx8 
 
In normal times, on this day of the year I would be dressed in a ridiculous costume, ready 
to go out to the streets of Llandudno to preach to the crowds at the Extravaganza. But not 
today. Not this year…or last…  
 
The pandemic has changed so much for us, of how we go about our daily lives, how we go 
about being the people of God. So how do we go about being God’s people right now, as 
we rebuild for the future? 
 
The Bible reading for today has been chosen because it is the suggested reading for 
today, Vocations Sunday. 
 
It is interesting to look at why this reading has been chosen and why Jesus chose to use 
the imagery of the vine. (IMAGE of vine) 
 
In the Old Testament, Jesus’ source material of course, the vine is sometimes used as a 
symbol of the Messiah, the bringer of hope. And sometimes it is used as a metaphor for 
Israel when the people have been found lacking in terms of their godliness, when there is a 
need for change. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfXldoDnvq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=301PlhiRNx8


What we read in John 15 is both – it is hopeful and it is also making clear that we need to 
change in order to be part of that hopeful future. 
 
It is hopeful because we are reminded that we are interconnected with the Spirit of God 
through our relationship with Jesus. The word used in the Bible is described this 
connection is “abide”. What do you think it means to abide with Jesus? What words spring 
to mind? 
 
Was it words like relationship, home, safety, family, friends, love? 
 
To abide in Jesus is all these and more. We are invited to abide in all that Jesus is. We are 
invited to become fully alive, filled with the Spirit, loved and loving fully and completely. 
 
Grapes are the fruit of the vine. (IMAGE of grapes) But what are the fruits of abiding in 
Jesus by the Holy Spirit? There are the ones that Paul references in Galatians as the fruit 
of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control and one or two others depending on which version you read. 
 
Today is Vocations Sunday and that can sound a bit scary because it sounds like we 
should all be off becoming missionaries or something. But surely the primary vocation, the 
primary call, of every Christian is the same – to follow Jesus and become like him, filled 
with the Spirit and the fruit and gifts that the Spirit nurtures in us. Quite how that works out 
in each person’s life journey is where each calling is unique. 
 
So you already have a calling, a vocation – to follow Jesus and become like him. It is not 
only people like ministers and nurses and teachers who have vocations. We all do. 
 
Mark and I are very alike in some ways but in others we are VERY different. Anyone 
looking at our individual study rooms would see the difference immediately. Mine is neat 
and tidy and ordered. I refer to Mark’s as his “pit”… Sometimes Mark loses something he 
needs and he cannot find it in his room because it is a mess. So, he comes into my room 
to look for it there, asking where I’ve put it. But, of course, what is the point of looking for 
something where it is not? 
 
Do we sometimes look for a sense of calling where it is not? Are we looking for it in the 
wrong place? Are we looking for it at all, or has the pandemic knocked the stuffing out of 
us so that we’ve lost heart? 
 
Remember, our primary vocation is to follow Jesus and become more like him. So, if you 
are feeling somewhat disheartened at the moment, feeling like you have lost your way, 
don’t worry. Look to Jesus.  
 
Our Bible reading tells us that abundant fruit grows when we are most connected in to the 
vine. So stay connected in to Jesus. Stay connected in to the Spirit, to the Father. 
Whatever else is going on in your life, do that. 
 
And then, when you are steady again, fixing your eyes on Jesus, ask yourself, “Where in 
my life are the signs of the Spirit? Where is the fruit of the Spirit? Where do I feel love, joy 
and all the rest? Where do I feel that inner peace that I am in the right place doing the right 
thing or heading in the right direction about a new role I am considering? 
 



That doesn’t mean that whatever the situation or role is, is always easy. It might be really 
hard and causing all sorts of stress from time to time. But, if despite all this, you feel a 
sense of being in the right place at the right time, a sense of God in it all, that’s it, you’ve 
found your calling. 
 
But we have to remember that a calling, a vocation, is not necessary for a lifetime. The 
Bible reading clearly states that pruning is sometimes needed if we are to produce 
abundant fruit. It might be that there are things in our lives that used to produce bear good 
fruit but don’t any more. That is OK. We need to acknowledge that. And then we need to 
let the Holy Spirit start pruning. (IMAGE of heavily pruned vines) 
 
Quite a number of people have come to me over this past year to say that they’ve been 
reflecting on their roles in the church and have decide to step down. They’ve spent time 
praying and considering and have made clear decisions about this. But there have also 
been people who have come to me to say that they feel a call to help out in new ways.  
 
We’ve already talked about how to work out if you are being called to a new role. But how 
do we know if there are things we should be relinquishing? It can be hard when we have 
committed ourselves to something, to give it up, however much it might be hurting us. 
 
But think, are there things you are doing, quite possibly in the name of God and church, 
that are actually now a burden, a chore, creating sadness or anxiety or depression in you, 
doing you harm? If that has continued for any length of time then you will not be producing 
good fruit. It is time for a change, time for some pruning, and you need to reflect with God 
about what that change needs to be. 
 
The same principles hold, not only for individuals, but for churches. As we gradually 
restart, slowly coming out of the initial crisis of the pandemic, we have an opportunity to 
review every activity we do as a church, to reconsider our direction and strategy for the 
future. We need to be asking, “Where is the abundant fruit in the life of our church? What 
needs to be restarted? What needs to be pruned? What is our new direction for growth? 
How do we grow towards the Son?” 
 
I am certain that we have some hard decisions ahead. The pruning may be really hard. But 
hard pruning that is carefully thought out before it is done with precision and care produces 
great fruitfulness. Now is not the time to be afraid. It is the time to be clear thinking and 
courageous. 
 
Our God is the God of love, the God of invitation. God waits patiently for us to review our 
life’s direction and the life of our church. As we work out our calling in these troublesome 
times, God is there. He is already active, working through the Spirit to bring new life, new 
shoots, on to weary branches. What we have to do is engage with the Spirit – reflect on 
our lives and on the life of our church, and be brave enough to be open to the pruning and 
to the new and renewed callings that God is waiting for us to take up. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Response: 
Re-root us in You , 
That Your Kingdom may grow in us and through us. 

 



We pray for ourselves and the concerns of our hearts, lifting them in silence to you…  
 
Prune us to be ready to respond to You. 
Re-wild us with Your ever-flowing grace. 
Graft us to You, that we may bear much fruit. 
 
Re-root us in You , 
That Your Kingdom may grow in us and through us. 

 
Abiding God, we lift our world to you, holding in our hearts places where lives are 
destroyed and damaged by disease, crushed by injustice, torn up by conflict, trampled by 
the greed of others.  
May healing cleanse, justice germinate and righteousness ripen, that all may know your 
abundant love.  
 
Re-root us in You , 
That Your Kingdom may grow in us and through us. 
 
Nurturing God, we pray for our communities, holding in our hearts places where isolation 
has laid waste, deprivation has parched, dreams have withered.  
Flow afresh through these places that all may know Your promise of fullness. 
 
Re-root us in You , 
That Your Kingdom may grow in us and through us. 

 
Life-giving God, we pray for our Church, where fear and apathy bring disease.  
Plant in us a dis-ease with all that stifles Your Spirit, where lack of vision is causing your 
people to perish. 
Graft us to into Your limitless love, where weariness withers. 
Revive us with the Light of Jesus. 
 
Re-root us in You , 
That Your Kingdom may grow in us and through us. Amen. 
 
StF446 I will offer up my life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQkzHwz2eLE 
 
Blessing: 
May each tree you see this week growing skywards be a reminder of the connection you 
have with its and your Creator.  
May each piece of life-giving fruit you eat be a reminder of the goodness of the Spirit 
nurturing you. 
May you go in peace to bear the fruit of the Spirit as you follow Jesus day by day. 
And may God’s blessing go with you. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQkzHwz2eLE

