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StF356 Jesus shall take the highest honour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv33W6W_ssw 
 
Father,  
As we come to worship as your people today, together though apart, we thank for your gift of life 
and your gift of unity and fellowship in you. 
As we worship we thank you for the hope and love that Jesus brings to our lives. 
As we draw close to you, cleanse our hearts and minds. 
As we come before you in Jesus’ name may we know the guiding presence of your Spirit. 
 
Forgive us for those times when we have wandered away from you and followed our own ways. 
Forgive us for those times when we have forgotten you and your great love for us, when we 
have followed our own rules and ways of doing things rather than your rule of love. 
We are sorry for our failure, we are sorry we have let you down. 
Thank you for your promise to forgive all those who truly turn back to you. 
Help us to live lives worthy of you. 
Help us to follow Jesus. Help us to love like him. 
Amen. 
 
Readings: Exodus 20:1-17 and John 2:13-16 
 
That was such shocking behaviour by Jesus. Imagine me doing that sort of thing in our 
churches, scattering the collection and throwing the communion table over! Why did Jesus get 
so angry? 
 
Jesus was consumed by zeal for his Father’s house, his Father’s purposes. He drove out those 
who were defiling the temple. What they were doing had started off with the best of intents, 
ensuring that only holy and pure things were offered to God as sacrifices. They had put rules in 
place to make sure the people were honouring to God. But, gradually, what had started with the 
best of motivations turned into a money–making exercise. The ordinary people were being 
ripped off and prevented from reaching God’s holy place without having to pay loads of money to 
do so. No wonder Jesus was angry. “How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 
 
Do you recognise this issue in modern times? Can you think of examples where initially worthy 
intentions relating to rules have been corrupted and twisted by sin and by selfish motives? 
 
Rules have been in human society surely since the very beginning, even if they were implicit 
rather than written down. The ten commandments must be some of the earliest in written form. 
 
Their structure is a form of ancient covenant between a ruler and his people. Opening with 
statements about the identity of God and what is expected of the people, they resemble the 
opening of a treaty in which the ruler declares what he has done for the people, before laying out 
what is expected of them in return. 
 
Can anyone recite the ten commandments? It used to be that every Anglican church had to have 
a board with the ten commandments displayed, often with the Lord’s prayer and Apostles’ creed 
alongside. They were the things people were expected to know off by heart and able to be 
recalled whenever needed. They form a central core of morality that has come through into the 
law systems of much of the world ever since. 
 



Are rules helpful or unhelpful? 
 
Rules are necessary in order to bring order to a group of people. We need rules not only for 
games but for daily living as a society or community. In normal times, perhaps, we are not so 
obviously aware of the rules that govern our lives because we are used to them, they are simply 
the backdrop, just the way things are. We take them for granted. But right now, we are all fully 
aware of the fundamental importance of rules and regulations. Our lives are so obviously 
controlled by them. And our lives are so clearly protected by them too. 
  
But, setting the current emergency to one side, does the existence of a huge system of rules 
constitute progress in a society? 
 
Our country now has thousands and thousands of pieces of detailed legislation. And they are 
sometimes very restrictive, and can put a massive extra burden of administration on those who 
were already trying to do a good job. 
 
Why is this considered necessary? It is because we cannot be trusted. Detailed rules are there 
because we fail to follow the fundamental rule. 
 
Here is an example from a long way back, all the way to the desert fathers in fact. 
 
Originally they were all hermits offering support to one another and to those who came to visit 
from a distance. One day some young men came out into the desert to ask one of these hermits, 
Pachomius, for instruction on living the monastic way. 
 
He invited them to live with him so that he could teach them by example. He did the chores, 
prayed and served the needs of the new brothers. He thought to himself that the newcomers 
would eventually get the hang of things and participate more fully in all that he was doing. 
Imagine his disappointment when these men showed that they were only too happy to let him do 
all the work. They even started to abuse him and exploit his apparent timidity. He allowed this to 
go on for several years, hoping that his humility would inspire them to change their ways but 
they only abused his kindness all the more and, as time went on, came to despise Pachomius. 
He finally realised that something had to change, so he gave them a clearly stated description of 
how a monk should live. In this way he created the first ever rule of life for a monastic 
community. (From Finding Sanctuary, Abbot Christopher Jamison, p123) 
 
So, as we can see, rules are necessary because we just cannot be trusted to do the right thing. 
 
People sometimes say that Jesus’ teaching is really very simple. And in some ways it is – what 
could be simpler than asking us to love God and love one another? Much simpler than all those 
thousands of rules and regulations we find in the Old Testament or in our country’s system of 
law. 
 
And yet, in another sense, Jesus’ teaching is much, much harder. After all, it’s quite easy to just 
follow the rules, like a child who does what they are told without understanding why. 
 
But Jesus is asking for something much deeper from us. He is asking us to become mature, to 
understand the fundamental behind all good rules. And the fundamental is found in 
relationships, in love for God, for ourselves and for one another. 
 
The prophet Jeremiah understood this. He explained God’s plan about rules and relationship in 
this way, “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God and they 
will be my people… They will all know me.” (Jer 31:33b-34) He talked about putting the 



covenant, the law, on people’s hearts as well as their minds. In other words, they would want to 
follow the ways of God because love, not blind obedience to a set of rules, would motivate them.   
 
Even the most basic rules are about love really. What about speed rules on the road? What 
about the safeguarding rules with children and vulnerable adults? They are about love – love for 
the other, shown in ensuring their and our safety. 
 
Jesus doesn’t give us a whole pile of rules to learn nor demand that we learn them off by heart 
and follow them blindly without thought. Rather he simply asks us to remember and act on the 
fundamental rule, the rule of love, expressed beautifully in the greatest commandments: love 
God with everything you’ve got offer and love other people as you love yourself. 
 
So simple and yet so difficult. It requires great maturity to truly act on these commandments, to 
have these at the centre of our thinking and doing.  
 
But Jesus thinks we can do it. May we be worthy of his faith in us. 
 
StF504 May the mind 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=045Cm8MhW7Uby 
 
Let us pray for people everywhere, for the whole of creation. 
 
Let us pray for the Church of Christ throughout the world, for its unity in Christ, the fulfilment of 
its mission, for all ministers of the gospel, for all Christians in our local area. 
 
Silence 
 
Strengthen your Church in the service of Christ; that we and all who confess your name may be 
united by your rule of love, live together in your truth and reveal your glory to the world. 
 
Let us pray for all the nations and peoples of the world at this time, for all who serve the common 
good, for our own country and government and all in authority, for all those involved in the battle 
against covid. 
 
Silence 
 
Give wisdom to all in authority. Direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and peace, that 
we may hon our one another and seek the common good. 
 
Let us pray for those we know and love, for the local community, for our family and friends, for all 
those for whom we are concerned. 
 
Silence 
 
Give grace to us, to our families and friends, and to all our neighbours, that we may serve Christ 
in one another and love as he loves us. 
 
Let us pray for all who suffer, for the sick, those who mourn, those without faith, those whose 
faith is faltering, for those who seek to support those in need. 
 
Silence 
 
Comfort and bring healing to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Give them courage and hope 
in their troubles and bring them joy in your salvation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=045Cm8MhW7Uby


Let us remember those who have died, including those who have died as a result of the 
pandemic, and giving thanks for those whose lives have inspired us to faithful living. 
 
Silence 
 
We commend all people to your unfailing love, that in them your will may be fulfilled. And we 
rejoice in the ongoing witness of your people. May we share with them in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Loving Father, may the love of Christ be our goal, the love of Christ be our guide and the love of 
Christ be our motivation, now and always. Amen. 
 
Lord’s prayer 
 
Blessing and dismissal 
 
MP411 Let there be love shared among us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZYQZPHABY8 
 
After worship: What the world needs now, Jackie DeShannon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TopFgQ65CBw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZYQZPHABY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TopFgQ65CBw

