
Order of Service Online Service 21st Feb 2021 First Sunday in Lent 

Before the service : Lean on me 

Welcome 

Hymn:  When we are living 

Prayers 

Collect: 
Almighty God,whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was 
tempted as we are, yet without sin: 
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
Lent Prayer – St Asaph Diocese (Composed by Archdeacon John Lomas.) 
 
Sovereign Lord, all our beginnings and endings are encompassed by you. 
Help us follow in the footsteps of Christ 
and seek your Kingdom with all our hearts. 
In Jesus, may we find firm footing for our feet and clear direction to our travels. 
With his life and love breathed into our witness, 
may we stand with him, 
who, for the joy that was set before him, 
endured the cross. Amen 
 
 
Reading Followed by 

 
Mark 1 :9-15 

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus. 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice 

came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness,  and he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, 

and angels attended him. 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 

near. Repent and believe the good news!” 



 

Video Reflection on 40 days in the wilderness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-6a25Yo2wE 

 

Hymn: H&P 68 Lead us Heavenly Father Lead Us 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0 

 

SERMON: 

Into the wilderness  

The gospel writer Mark uses his initial words to move the reader very quickly into the 

story of Jesus. In 11 brief verses, we see Jesus in three critical settings: 

First, his baptism, revealing him as the anointed one of God, is the starting point of 

all.  

The third setting is the beginning of the rest of the story – Jesus emerging among the 

people to begin his ministry of proclaiming the Good News, living out and bringing to 

human kind the salvation of God. 

But between these, and our lectionary theme for today: 

Mark describes a second setting, one that flowed from the first and provided 

empowerment for the third.  

Immediately after his baptism, “the spirit drove him into the wilderness” – a separate 

place, far away from the hungry crowds that would follow him in the months ahead. 

This was the only place and the only sustained time he would have to wrestle with 

the forces that work against the will of God. 

It wasn’t a choice for him to go there; it was a godly necessity. The Spirit drove him 

into the wilderness, not like a chauffeur in a Rolls Royce, but drove him like a farmer 

prodding a cow to drive it to market.  

Before he could begin His Father’s work  Jesus had to face hard realities – he had to 

prepare for the test that would eventually ensure his obedience to God, even to his 

death. 

Very few people these days go into work with no training whatsoever. In the past – 

and many of you may have had this – one served an apprenticeship, where one 

learned the intricacies, skills or tricks of the trade, the fundamentals of the job, and it 

was only when you were judged capable to do the job that you were let loose with 

the materials alone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-6a25Yo2wE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkEeXWtWg0


Jesus’s test involved beating down temptations to follow the ways of the world 

instead of the pathway to God, temptations to give in to the seductive powers that 

work against love and grace. Though alone, Jesus was comforted, in the form of 

angels, by the same Spirit that announced him as God’s beloved and that required 

his 40-day test in a dark place of ultimate danger. But expanding that story is for 

another week. 

And then there is this passage in today’s reading from Mark:  

“He was with the wild beasts.” This amplifies the difficulty of Jesus’ time in the 

wilderness and serves as a symbol of the strength of the temptations that confronted 

him. The Greek word used for “beasts” refers to animals with a brutal nature – not 

Isaiah’s image of lambs lying down with lions. Being tempted by Satan was as 

demanding as wild animals threatening to devour him. 

Mark reveals a vivid scene, but with briefest description, leaving us to flesh out the 

details. Perhaps the image of the beasts can help us understand the lonely ordeal of 

Jesus’ experience. He had to face down the powers that would seek to prevent him 

from doing God’s will in his coming ministry.  

We know that Satan was attacking him, we are told so. And when Jesus defeated 

him this time Satan bided his time and waited to tempt Jesus – at his very weakest, 

in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Proof that Jesus defeated those powers – totally, completely and decisively – is 

found in the way he conducted himself after he left the place of temptation. 

Afterward, Jesus moved out among God’s people, loving them as God loves, 

teaching them about God, and finally proving that we are loved by God without 

condition, by his making us all worth dying for.  

An aside: 

One cannot always be GIVING of oneself – one must also receive from God. Even 

Jesus had to. 

Many times we are told Jesus went back out into the wilderness, away from the 

hungry crowds; hungry both spiritually and physically. He needed rest from his 

cluttered life – as we do, and in particular as our clergy do. It is only when you live 

with a clergy person that you realise what a cluttered life they lead. The phone calls 

at any time from 6am to 11 pm, all day, everyday – including their supposed rest 

days. The incessant calls on their time from everywhere.  They need rest too. Please 

remember that. 

In responding to that gracious love, we find ourselves once more in Lent. As today’s 

collect reminds us, we, too, are “assaulted by many temptations.” We are called to 

dedicate ourselves in our “weaknesses” to face the same tests that Jesus confronted 

in his wilderness – but not alone, for we each can find God “mighty to save” us. 



In our various kinds of wilderness experiences, especially at this time the wilderness 

of lockdown, we, too, struggle against the wild beasts of our times and our lives. 

When doing so, we can learn from Jesus. In the wilderness, he encountered all the 

evil that there is – because he found it in himself, in his own humanity. For in every 

human being lies the best of God and the worst of evil. 

In the wilderness, the aim of the tempter was to move Jesus from faith in God to 

doubt.  

The forces that work against God also press us toward selfishness and away from 

love. It is sadly getting easier in our lockdown isolation to become more insular, more 

selfish, more self-centred and even angry at those we see who do not ‘follow the 

rules’ of lockdown. Our love, not openly shared, diminishes. 

Jesus resisted temptation by keeping himself connected to God. And that is exactly 

how we can resist the beasts lurking in our wilderness, how we can overcome the 

doubts and fears that lurks within us and the sin that is a part of us, all that lingers in 

the midst of our humanity. 

We resist, as Jesus did, by staying connected to God through the power of the 

scriptures and prayer and the sacraments, and through regular self-examination and 

confession, through repenting of our sin, accepting God’s forgiveness and leading 

renewed lives. By these means we defeat evil and overcome temptation. 

Yes, we can defeat these beasts, as Jesus did, by staying connected to God. And 

we don’t do it alone. As the angels waited on Jesus in his wilderness experience, we 

are sustained by the Holy Spirit of God and through the aid of God’s beloved 

disciples in our midst, our brothers and sisters in Christ, who minister to us and help 

us face down the beasts of our lives as they face down theirs. 

The temptations that Jesus met in the wilderness are also our temptations, drawing 

us to a selfishness and self-centredness that prevents us from showing love and 

respect to others, pressing us to manipulate the world into the form that we want 

rather than that which God intends. 

But the power of God’s love can help us resist the temptations and defeat the beasts 

that dwell among us. Our success in resisting evil, turning from our sins into lives 

renewed in love, moves us beyond our time in the wilderness. And as recipients of 

the Good News Jesus proclaims, we are empowered by the reality of God’s kingdom 

that has come near, and can become a people, who, with God’s love, can transform 

the world. 

Hymn: H&P 559 What a Friend we have in Jesus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTpUQO0aryw 

Intercessions (from St Mary’s Church, Mudford) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTpUQO0aryw


Father God, as we move into Lent, we ask that we will be strengthened to wait, to 
watch and to walk with Christ. 
 
Lord, change us and we will be changed, 
transform us by your grace, 
strengthen us by your presence. 
Bless all who worship you, almighty God. 
Give us true repentance; 
Forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and our own deliberate sins; 
And grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, 
To amend our lives according to your holy word. 
 
We pray for our Churches. 
Let your Church show that the Spirit of God is within us all, 
And that we all belong to Christ. 
Although we cannot worship in Churches, we pray that the foundations of our faith, 
will help our Churches to be re-invigorated and grow in outreach, when they open. 
 
Lord, we pray for all Christians who are struggling to exist and to survive, throughout 
the world. 
We pray especially for those who have lost their homes through floods and natural 
disasters. 
We pray that the nations of the world will distribute and share resources to help 
those in need. 
Lord, as you are so generous to us, may we be generous to others. 
 
We ask that your world, and all people, may be respected and cared for, 
That we may have a reverence for all creation. 
As we see the first snowdrops and daffodils re-emerge, may we be filled with the joy 
of your earth and its awakening. 
 
Father God, we pray for all who teach in homes, Schools and Universities and all 
places of teaching and learning. 
Enlighten them, 
enrich them with heavenly grace, 
Raise up faithful witnesses, who by their life and teaching, 
May proclaim the truth of your salvation; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
We pray for all those whose lives have been impacted by Covid. 
We give thanks for all Doctors, Scientist and nurses who have worked tirelessly to 
help others. 
We pray for families who have suffered through loss, separation and death. 
We pray for those whose lives are diminished by sickness. 
We pray for those who are known to us who have passed through death. 
We pray for those who mourn, that they may know the love of God. 
 
We ask the Holy Spirit to help us to walk by faith, this Lent. 
Bless us all who worship you, almighty God. 
from the rising of the sun to its setting: 



From your goodness enrich us, 
By your love inspire us, 
By your Spirit guide us, 
By your power protect us, 
By your mercy receive us, 
now and always. 
 
May we go in Peace to love and serve Christ this Lent. 
Amen 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Blessing 

 

Play Out 

Or Carole King – You’ve Got a Friend   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcJbzuyp6VY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcJbzuyp6VY

