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The People of God 
 
Welcome 
 
Advent candle and liturgy - waiting in hope: the people of God: 
As we light this Advent candle, may its flame be a symbol of hope;  
its warmth be a symbol of God's love for each one of us;  
and may it inspire us to be hope bearers and people of compassion and integrity.  
We pray in the name of Jesus who is the Light of the World. 
 
Singing the Faith 175 – Light of the world 
 
As we enter Advent, the churches time of waiting, we come before God in praise and thanksgiving, 
rejoicing that in Jesus, who stepped down from heaven into the darkness of our world, we have a 
friend who shares our present troubles and gives us the tangible hope of a brighter tomorrow. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of all glory, you brought the universe into being and raised up witnesses to your greatness 
and love.  The wonder of creation comes from you, the mighty and awesome grandeur of earth 
and sky. You filled the earth with colour and fragrance, you made it vibrate with music and sound. 
You created the sun, moon and stars so that we might have light. You illuminate everything with 
your presence. 
 
When the time was right you sent your son Jesus so that your glory would be revealed to all 
people and so that your light would shine in our hearts..... 
 
But we confess that we have failed to live in that light.  We look at the world around us and 
despair, we listen to news about covid and are anxious, we concentrate on our own needs and fail 
to understand the needs of others.  We live in fear rather than in hope. 
 
Forgive us , Lord, for our failings and help us to live in the light of your presence, trusting in our 
friend and Saviour, Jesus, who taught us to pray:- 
 
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Bible readings:  
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
How do you feel when you wake up in the morning? assuming that you have slept of course! Do 
you feel full of energy and ready to face the new day? Or do you look out of the window, see it is 
raining - again - and decide that you may as well stay where you are because there is nothing to 
get up for? 
Over the last months I've had days when I've wondered if it was worth getting up. Before lockdown 
I always had something to get up for.  Now, sometimes, the day can seem to stretch wearily ahead 
with nothing to look forward to. 



 
Not long after his father died, my son bought a plaque which is hanging in his kitchen. It reads:- 
"Not every day is good, but there is something good in every day." 
 
We won't be aware of it when we wake up, but, in my experience, there IS always something good 
in each day and those, often little things, make a big difference. 
 
At the beginning of lockdown I used to go for a walk in the early evening when no-one was 
around.  One night I saw some plants on a neighbours drive with a note, "Free plants - please 
take." The following evening I went out a bit earlier, when it was lighter, to investigate and came 
home with a pot of winter jasmine. I planted two of the plants in my garden and gave one to a 
friend.  Through the summer they have sent up new green shoots and now, in the dark days of 
November, they are covered in yellow flowers. They not only brighten up my garden but they are a 
memory of someone's generosity and a sign of new life. 
 
"Not every day is good, but there is something good in every day." 
 
At the time of our reading from Isaiah, the Israelites had just returned from exile in Babylon.  Of 
course, most of those who returned were descendants of those taken forcibly away. By the rivers 
of Babylon the exiles wept when they remembered Zion but they must have spoken with love and 
longing about their homeland. 
 
Did going back to the place of their roots bring joy and contentment? No.  They no longer called on 
God's name or strove to get hold of him. They felt that God's face was hidden. They wanted to see 
awesome acts as the Israelites did in the desert when Moses led them out of Egypt.  Even then 
God's provision did not satisfy - the people complained and said that they were better off in Egypt. 
 
The prophets had assured the exiles that God had never abandoned them, not even in the darkest 
days.  He had been faithful (v 4) "since ancient times no-one has heard, no ear has perceived, no 
eye has seen  any God beside you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him." 
 
The writer of Isaiah 64 implores God, their Father, to look on his people, the work of his, the 
potter's, hand and to remember their sins no more.  he believes that God Will come to help those 
who gladly do right. 
 
Do we believe, even in our darkest days, that our God hears us and responds to our cries for 
help? 
 
We believe, as did the Israelites, that our God does act on behalf of those who wait for him.  We 
believe that God sent his Son into the darkness of our world so that we could have a loving 
father/child relationship with him. And we wait, as those who have waited before us, in expectation 
of Jesus' second coming. 
 
In answer to Peter, James, John and Andrew's question (Mark 13 v 4), "Tell us when will the 
stones of the Temple be thrown down?" Jesus quotes from the prophet Isaiah.  Unusually he uses 
what we call apocalyptic language, like that found in the Book of Revelation.  He says that there 
will be times of distress and then the sun, moon and stars will lose their light.  
 
We rely on things that grow in order to mark the seasons. My winter jasmine is living up to its 
name by flowering now and gladdening my heart. But, says Jesus, that won't apply any 
more.  There will be other signs but no-one knows WHEN the Son of Man will return in power and 
glory - not even the Son of Man or the angels, only God. 
Therefore, we need to be on guard, to be alert, to keep watch.  It's not a passive, but an active 
waiting.   
 



We may feel tempted, but it's not a good idea to stay in bed, whatever the weather and when we 
get up we will discover that: "Not every day is good, but there is something good in every day" 
 
When the owner of the house comes back, do not let him find you sleeping but awake and active. 
 
We are part of a longline of faithful believers awaiting Christ's second coming. May we continue to 
wait in expectation and always on the alert. 
 
Come thou long-expected Jesus...hope of all the earth. Amen 
 
Singing the Faith 169 – Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
 
Lord our God, keep us, your servants, alert and watchful as we await the return of Christ your Son, 
so that when he comes and knocks at the door he may find us vigilant in prayer with songs of 
praise on our lips. 
 
Gracious God, we pray for our troubled world where there is so much anguish and perplexity, for 
places where war or natural disaster have caused loss of life, home and work. We pray for all who 
are forced to leave their homeland because of oppression and violence to seek safety in a strange 
land.  
 
Guide the leaders of the nations as they seek to provide help and shelter for refugees. 
 
We pray for prisoners of conscience, those unjustly imprisoned because of their beliefs.  Give 
them a sense of hope in this season of hope. 
 
We give thanks for those who have been working long hours to produce a vaccine to protect us 
from Covid 19. We pray for the families who have lost loved ones in this pandemic and for those 
isolated from family and friends at this time. 
 
And Lord, we pray for ourselves.  Give us that sense of peace which passes all understanding. 
Make us worthy to serve you and witness to you so that your kingdom may be established on 
earth as it is in heaven.  May we be your messengers of the good news of Jesus in the way we 
behave and in the words we speak in our day to day living.  Help us to remember that we are your 
angels here on earth, hope bearers, people of compassion and integrity showing your love to all. 
 
We ask our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever Amen 
 
Singing the Faith 188 – There’s a light upon the mountains 

Blessing 

 


