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A seasonal publication produced by St 
David's and St John's Methodist 
Churches, Llandudno.   
Minister, Rev Bev Ramsden. 

HARVEST 2020 

CONNECTIONS 

COVID CONSEQUENCES 

To say it has been a difficult few months is not only an 
understatement but a repeat of a phrase that has been used again 
and again by virtually everyone in this country since March when 
the virus really took hold in our nation. 

Our last worship service before lockdown was held on 15th March. 
Since then every aspect of our lives has been turned upside down. 

Every church activity stopped…except three: 

Ann has continued to provide sandwich lunches to the homeless 
and needy in the community. Thank you, Ann, for that. 

Collections for Conwy Food Bank continued via Sue Weir. Thank 
you, Sue, for organising this. 

Our pastoral visitors have continued to offer support to our people. 
We are very grateful for their continued care. 

Meanwhile, we have had to find new ways of being church. I 
started a blog, which quickly became a circuit-wide offering. 
Worship moved online with words, videos and audio recordings 
thanks to our preachers and Mark’s technical expertise. Thank you, 
Mark, for all you have done in this regard. Our regular activities 
such as the healing service (St John’s), Wednesday meditation (St 
David’s) and discipleship group studies all went on the blog, and 
new approaches began, including occasional Zoom coffee 
mornings. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the blog 
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in any way. Just looking back across August (after the lockdown peak), our 
highest daily usage was 225 views and 41 visitors, and that is on top of the 
subscribing followers (about 40.) I am very pleased that over 80 
households are accessing the blog regularly. 

The Wales Government started to lessen lockdown towards the end of 
June and on 3rd July St John’s opened for private prayer, with St David’s 
following suit the following Wednesday (to match our previous pattern of 
open church.)  We have continued this weekly pattern ever since. 

Sunday worship was permitted again from the end of July and on 2nd 
August we reopened for worship with a short service at St David’s at 10am, 
followed by the same service led by the same preacher at St John’s at 
11am. Again, this is now our pattern. And, thanks to the work of Mark, 
Maria and others, we have added a live-streamed version of the service for 
those staying at home and accessing via the internet. 

Room hirers are now starting to return, slowly. 

Every activity must, of course, adhere to the Wales Government and 
Methodist Church regulations and guidelines, and every one must have a 
full risk assessment and action plan before the leadership teams are happy 
to allow them to go ahead. This will continue to happen for each activity 
we restart. 

So where next? 

Slowly but surely we will reopen, but not before we have thought very 
carefully about each activity and event: 

Is it safe to reopen for this activity and can it fit safely alongside other 
activities? 

Is it part of our mission and long term direction? 

Is it time to stop? 

Does it need to be done but done differently? 

Do we need to do an online as well as “live” version of this activity? 

What new activities/approaches are needed for this new environment? 

Do we have the desire, energy and resources to undertake a proposed 
activity? 
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These are all questions the leadership teams are considering day by day. 

The last question is particularly poignant – people from both churches 
have taken the opportunity of lockdown to reconsider their personal 
situation and determine what they can and cannot continue to offer to the 
church. I have received retirement communications from several saying 
they are stepping down from their roles. This is appropriate – we all need 
to have the same reflection time before we restart anything. Thank you to 
all those who have worked in roles for many years for the churches but are 
now retiring – we appreciate all you have done.  

In the weeks to come we will be considering what we can do next – for 
example,  
- restart the healing service 
- plan a remembering service for those who have been bereaved during 
lockdown (many of whom felt they were not able to provide “proper” 
funerals in church) 
- restart discipleship groups (at church rather than in homes, as well as 
providing an online version via the blog).  

We can only look so far ahead. Christmas is plenty far enough, and even 
planning for that is tentative – it depends on the changing virus situation 
as winter approaches. But we do not intend to do nothing – if we do, we 
will become too atrophied and frightened to restart anything. We will plan 
as best as we are able using the information and resources we have 
available to us, and we will be fleet of foot in responding to any changes 
forced on us. 

Whatever happens, we will continue to 
be Christ’s Church here in Llandudno – 
a worshipping, praying, learning, 
caring, serving, witnessing community 
here in the heart of the 
neighbourhood and town. And all in 
the way of Christ, the love of God and 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  May 
God’s blessing be upon us as we follow 
his lead on the untrodden path ahead.  
Rev Bev. 
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Clues Across 

1  He must be ‘the husband of but 

one wife and must manage his 

children and his household well’ (1 

Timothy 3:12) (6) 

4  ‘For we must all — before the 

judgement seat of Christ’ (2 

Corinthians 5:10) (6) 

7  ‘They reeled and staggered like 

drunken men; they were at their — 

end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4) 

8  See 19 Across  

9  It concerned who among the 

disciples would be the greatest  

(Luke 9:46) (8)  

13 Formed by the Jews in 

Thessalonica to root out Paul and 

Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  

16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — 

’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7) 

17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 

28:8) (3)  
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19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of the 

— host appeared with the 

angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 

24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)  

25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)  

26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  

27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare 

you turn my Father’s house into a —

 !’ (John 2:16) (6) 

Clues Down 

1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)  

2  The part of the day when 
Cornelius the Caesarean centurion 
had a vision of an angel of God   
(Acts 10:3) (9)  

3  He was one of those who 
returned with Zerubbabel from exile 
in Babylon to Jerusalem    
(Nehemiah 7:7) (5)  

4  ‘No one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born — 
’           (John 3:3) (5)  

5  Animal hunted or killed as food 
(Ezekiel 22:25) (4)  

6  ‘He encouraged them — — 
remain true to the Lord’   (Acts 
11:23) (3,2)  

10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  

11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 
28:6) (5)  

12 Visible sign of what had been 
there (Daniel 2:35) (5)  

13 This was the trade of Alexander, 
who did Paul ‘a great deal of 
harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)  

14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me’ (1 
Corinthians 11:24) (4)  

15 One of Noah’s great-great-
grandsons (Genesis 10:24) (4)  

18 Traditionally the first British 
Christian martyr (5)  

20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 
Samuel 14:50) (5)  

21 Jacob had one at a place he 
named Bethel while on his way to 
Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 
28:12) (5)  

22 Bats (anag.) (4)  

23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow a 
camel’ (Matthew 23:24) (4) 
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HEAVENLY FATHER 

 
We bring to you all those struggling  

with their mental health just now. 

 

We pray: 

For everyone who is smiling,  

when inside they’re in pain. 

For everyone who is saying they’re fine,  

when inside they feel drained and empty. 

For everyone struggling with fear and worry  

as the easing of the lockdown brings new anxieties. 

Be with them in their suffering,  

as so much of their world has been stripped back and emptied. 

When loved family and friends have been taken by illness, 
Or made distant by lockdown. 

Pour your healing balm into their pain and sadness. 
May you walk with them besides still waters 
May you speak to them in a still small voice. 

May you heal them, and fill them,  

and bless them with your abundant love and fullness of life. 

And may they know that they are loved by you  

for the beautiful unique person that they are,  

created in the image of their heavenly creator and loving Lord. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Amen. 

 

By the Revd Peter Crumpler 

Parish Pump October Editorial 
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CONWY FOOD BANK  

http://www.conwyfoodbank.co.uk/ 

Dear Supporters 

Everyone at Conwy Food Bank would like to show 

appreciation and send sincere thanks for all your donations received at 

the store during the last month.  

Demand is even higher, the total number of parcels issued in June was 

154, the highest monthly total ever.  Notably, this time, 119 parcels went 

to single people, 24 parcels to families involving 36 children, and 11 to 

couples. 

The work is relentless, with no end in sight to the needs of the many in 

our community who are facing such difficulty in these extraordinary 

times.  It is encouraging to see so many rise to the challenge both in 

terms of volunteering and giving.  

Thank you for your kindness to those living through crisis 

The Conwy Food Bank Team 

We would be grateful for donations of non-perishable food, in date. 

Here is a list of things we regularly use:- 

Tins of meat, e.g., Meat pies (tinned), Chicken in sauce, Meat balls, 
Stewed steak, Chilli, Ravioli, Curry, Beans, Beans & Sausage, Tinned veg, 
Tinned potatoes, Packets of mash, Tinned soup, Tins of fruit, Puddings in 

tins, Pasta, Rice, Breakfast Cereal, Tea / Coffee, Sugar, Jam / marmalade 

Crisps, Biscuits / treats, Toilet roll and toiletries, Nappies and baby 
food, Dog food / Cat food, Plastic carrier bags . 

 

please visit our Facebook page, where we post our current needs.  

‘In every way I showed you that by working hard like this we should help 

the weak and remember the words that the Lord Jesus himself said, "It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.' NIV Acts 20 verse 35 

http://www.conwyfoodbank.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR1VbL9-RI71DsE2fjmwKOStcuL6b1c8faYc2SX_5fUivfBlbZECoBHsitM
http://facebook.com/conwyfoodbank
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU.  ST JOHN'S CARETAKER : ALAN GORDON 

Everyone knows him at St John's Church.  He is famous in our world and 

famous in Lego World. 

Our roving reporter caught up with him and was able to delve a little into 

his fascinating background. 

Full name: Alan Gordon 

Nickname: Wee angry Scotsman 

Birthplace: Cresswell in beautiful Dumfries 

Jobs: After five years attending Agricultural College at Barony Alan 

qualified with a diploma as a landscaper and as a skilled agricultural farm 

worker 

So I asked him to tell us more about his work. 

'I enjoyed my work and was particularly fond of pigs but also worked with 

chickens, geese and thousands of wee quails' 

'What are your favourite pigs?' 

'The Cuncun are my all time favourite but most pigs are cute, highly 

intelligent and civilised' 

'When not farming how did you take your rest?' I asked 

' Well I got into breeding the most expensive show chickens in the UK . 

These are called Coshermoi and what a great hobby it is to breed these 

well.' 

'Do they cook well? ' I asked in all naivety 

Alan laughs and explains, ' They are not for cooking , even their eggs cost 

hundreds of pounds!' 

I turned to the question of Ann, Alan's partner who is seldom far from 

his side. 

'Ann has been my partner for ten years or more and she is not only my 
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lovely wife but also translates for you sassenachs!' 

To broaden the conversation I quizzed Alan on a whole host of questions. 

Here is a sample of what was revealed:- 

Alan's Favourite colour: Purple 

Alan's current hobbies: Alan is a Lego 

master builder of extraordinary talent, 

famous for his exhibition standard 

modelling.  His last major work provided 

an exhibition in the church which was 

attended over several days by six 

thousand people! 

He has just recently completed a triptych 

of London Tower Bridge, figured out 

lighting for his six foot wide Millennium 

Falcon and is busy building the cast of 

Super Mario. 

Favourite Films: Alan is a super fan of all 

the Bond films which he plays as often as 

he cares to and he confesses too often for Ann's liking! 

Football: Alan is a Rangers fan 

Food: Tatties and Mince (trans: Minced beef and mashed potato) 

TV programme: Still Game the award winning Scottish situation comedy 

set on a Glasgow scheme. (Alan often helps me with the vocabulary as I 

have been learning Scottish for a little while with his help)- So I'm nae 

more a wee daftie as far as Scots goes! 

I then switched tack and asked about his Christianity. Alan and Ann are 

often seen on Sunday, his day off, enjoying a service with the rest of us at 

St John's. 
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'How long have you been a Christian?' 

' I believe I was born a Christian not in a 'born again' sense but in the 'first 

time around sense'.  I have always been a Christian.' 

It came to my final questions. 

'How long have you been working at St John's?' 

'Six years and I have loved every minute and so enjoy living here in the 

heart of Llandudno - the Queen of Welsh Resorts' 

'I understand from my earlier undercover work that you used to 

own an unusual cat which became very much your mascot. 

'Yes. He has sadly passed but the cat was called Bonzo' 

'What was different about him?' 

'He was the only cat I have ever come across that loved curry – 

even Vindaloo!'   

NEWSCAST 

Due to the current restrictions with the Covid 19 pandemic many events 
have had to be been postponed until further notice. 

Our Minister Rev Bev Ramsden has however arranged a blog and website 
to facilitate all who have access to the internet to maintain 
communication.   

This can be accessed via the link below  

https://llandudnomethodistchurches.wordpress.com/ 

and the resources link is 

http://www.llandudnomethodists.org.uk/ 

 

Also there is a worship service at St David’s you can view if unable to 
attend a church by going to the following link;- 

LIVE STREAMING PAGE LINK 10 am 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIZU9CpCE08BBLE0q6a-bKQ  
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COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR  

St David's Methodist church in Craig-Y-
Don now have a defibrillator situated 
externally.  This is for the whole 
community to be able to access if 
required. 

What an achievement!  And the very 
fact that this has been work in progress 
throughout lockdown only adds to the 
celebration. 

The work to secure this defibrillator has been a huge team effort from start 
to finish.  Rhian Smith who provided us with the contact details for Welsh 
ambulance, Jodie James for her input through previous experience, Sue 
Weir for research into providers and fundraising, Maria Carter and Gail 
Starr (community PCSO) who helped me and Tomos Hughes (Welsh 
Ambulance Service trust) with deciding on an appropriate location, Hilary 
Roberts for assisting just after lockdown whilst the electricians installed 
the cabinet, Tom Williams who has worked to organise the invoicing.     

And of course, Rev Bev, who has supported and encouraged this all the 
way. 

Very importantly we thank the extremely generous and humble person 
who donated the money anonymously to enable this defibrillator to be 
purchased. 

Tomos Hughes has been and continues to be tremendous in his support 
and knowledge.  He works for the Welsh Ambulance Service, and his full 
title is “Public Access Defibrillator Support officer”.  He has installed over 
400 defibrillators across North Wales, including one at the top of Mount 
Snowdon.  A truly remarkable man! 

The location of the defibrillator was chosen with the utmost care to allow 
proximity to the electricity (as the cabinet box is temperature controlled), 
easy to locate in an emergency, allows for disabled access and also at a 
suitable height for children to access the defibrillator if required in an 
emergency.  

The defibrillator is in an unlocked cabinet as research has shown it is more 
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easily accessible in a stressful situation. 

Training is currently on hold due to Covid restrictions, but Tomos is hoping 
to deliver this virtually in the future.  Additionally, Resuscitation Council UK 
guidelines are in the process of being updated.  

In the meantime, should the defibrillator need to be used, clear 
instructions are in place on the defibrillator and cabinet, to dial 999 in the 
first instance.  The defibrillator has visual and verbal responses once the 
power is switched on and the machine lid is opened.  

The defibrillator is now registered on The Circuit (The National defibrillator 
network). This means that anyone who dials 999 and requires a 
defibrillator will be directed to their nearest one. It also sends reminders 
to myself and my husband who will be carrying out regular checks to 
ensure it is in good working order.  The defibrillator is battery controlled 
and these as well as the Pads will be checked on a regular basis.  The 
Circuit also informs us via email if the defib has been taken and used. 
Welsh ambulance also continues to support and provide checks. 

St David's church; at the heart of our community! 

“Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  1 Corinthians 10:31 

Sue Lewis, St David’s. 

 

Installation of cabinet Tomos Hughes  

The Defibrillator  
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Adrienne Hall, Osteopath 

Warm, friendly, highly qualified and effective 

Llandudno Osteopathy Centre 

(Across the road from St. David’s) 

Tel 01492 879836 

adrienneosteopath@icloud.com 

Osteopathy deals with back, neck, shoulder, knee 

pain and pain associated with Osteoarthritis/

Osteoporosis, please feel free to make contact to 

discuss your needs. 

 

HAM BONE DELI BAKERY 
19, Queens Road, Craig -y -Don 

Tel. 01492 877775 

 HAM BONE FOOD HALL 

3 Lloyd Street,  Llandudno. 

Tel. 01492 860084 

Award winning pies  

Buffets catered for  

 

PROPERTYWISE 
Pete Ayling, Deganwy, North Wales.  

Est 1999 
Complete property refurbishment and repairs. 

No job too small.  Friendly personal service. 
All work fully insured and guaranteed. 

Small enough to care, big enough to cope! 
Building, joinery, plumbing, electrical, land-

scaping etc 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

07887 573831 OR 01492 572167 

post@propertywisewales.co.uk 

www.property-maintenance-conwy.co.uk 

 

Quality Private Dental Care 

All Dental Services Offered 

For further enquiries 

Please contact 01492 876467 

www.cyddental.co.uk 

mailto:adrienneosteopath@icloud.com
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MYLCHREEST WINDOWS 

PVC-U Windows, Doors 

and Conservatories 

PVC-U Lock specialists 

01492 878496 

07413552871 

www.mylchreestwindows.co.uk 

FAIRHAVEN CHRISTIAN HOTEL 

A Christian Business Ministry 

offering love and witness  

through quality service 

3 Craig-y-Don Parade 

Llandudno 

North Wales, LL30 1BG 

Rogers Jones 

Auctioneers and Valuers 

Your local fine art, antique  

and general valuers 

Tel. 01492 532176 

www.rogersjones.co.uk 

 

Lady Funeral Director Catrin Roberts 

A PERSONAL  

24 HOUR CARING SERVICE 

Monumental Services 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Tel. 01492 860818 

57A Mostyn Avenue, Llandudno, LL30 1DZ 

Llandudno Funeralcare 

Tel 01492 878447  Fax 01492 870185 

Email: fairhavenchristianhotel@gmail.com 

TOM OWEN & SON 

 Est: 1930 
Llandudno’s oldest and only 

professionally qualified  

Funeral Directors 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 

11 Bodhyfryd Road 

Llandudno, Conwy LL30 2DT 

Tel. 01492 860280 

info@tomowenandson.com 
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Creative Talents 

When my daughter was 18, I decided to go on a six week course to learn 
how to create sugar craft flowers so that I could make and decorate her 
birthday cake. I went on to make her wedding cake and cake decorations 
for both my parent’s Silver Wedding Anniversary and our own. 

When there were no specific family celebrations which needed a cake, all 
the equipment went into a box in the loft. As we prepared to move here 7 
years ago, I was tempted to let all the equipment go in the major sort out 
of what we really needed to bring with us. 

Luckily, the icing sugar flower box made it to Llandudno and lockdown has 
given me the time and rejuvenated my enthusiasm for the craft. Many 
evenings have been spent at my kitchen table creating flowers. 

I now have over a dozen arrangements of different flowers and these 
photos show you a couple of the arrangements. . 

"The Christian life is not a constant 

high. I have my moments of deep 

discouragement. I have to go to God 

in prayer with tears in my eyes, and 

say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help 

me.'” -Billy Graham 
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Hazel Rawlingson also from St David's church has been knitting colourful 

dolls all throughout the lockdown period and has gathered them together 

under the title of her Covid Choir.  Hazel would like to think they were 

singing the ‘Hallelujah chorus’ but it's more likely to be ‘We'll meet again, 

don't know where, don't know when’ they were intended for the Shoebox 

appeal, but there is some doubt at this time as to whether that will 

happen this year, but I'm sure other charities would welcome them. 

Helen Cooper, St David’s. 
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EXPERIENCES OF THE COVID LOCKDOWN 

We asked Nye Morgan, a youth of twelve years old to give us his take on 

Covid-19. 

What do you know about Covid-19? 

I know that Covid-19 is a serious pandemic and it has affected me and my 

family in many different ways. Of what I have heard on the news this has 

affected many other countries and people.  We are lucky not to have any 

deaths in our close family and friends but know this isn’t the same for 

everyone. 

How has lockdown been for you-what have you been doing? 

I have taken up many hobbies recently that I have never thought of doing, 

for example:- Sea Swimming, Bird Watching, Foraging (looking for wild, 

edible food) and finally, Identifying Fungi. 

One of the highlights of lockdown for me was 

spotting a male Hen Harrier off the coast of 

Llanfairfechan (Spinnes).  At the very beginning, it 

was a bit of a struggle to deal with the constant 

pressure of doing work from home but after that, I 

have been extremely lucky to be able to own a 

caravan on the panoramic Llyn Peninsula and stay there for sunset 

spectaculars every weekend. 

How has education been, have you managed to study/learn? 

I have managed to study from March until July very successfully with a lot 
of effort and stress. 

The way the system worked was that my school (Ysgol Tryfan) sent me time
-released work, often 10 projects over the themed fortnights.  One 
memorable project was to create a sustainable bird feeder in Design and 
Technology (woodwork).  The past day I foolishly kicked my ball in a hedge, 
it bust and then I got an idea.  I would cut a hole in the ball, thread some 
string through it, put some fat balls in it and tie it onto the tree. It worked 
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brilliantly as Robins, Sparrows, Blue tits, Great tits and Long-tailed tits all 
came for my sustainable creation.   

What do you think of ‘Learning Technology'? What have you used- has it 
been very good? 

The learning platform that my school uses amongst other schools is Google 
Classroom.  It is great for students and teachers alike as it offers 
advantages such as classroom chat (where a teacher or student can chat 
amongst each other for help if you are a student or praise if you are a 
teacher), Easy access to all Google platforms like Google Docs, Google 
slides and Google sheets, and finally, you can submit work at a click of a 
button. 

Are you looking forward to going back to school? 

Definitely. I am looking forward to seeing my teachers, starting a new year, 
year 8 and most of all seeing my friends again. 

 

Graham Morgan, Connections’ Reporter. 

Smile lines  

 What am I? 

A teacher gave her young class a lesson on Zoom.  It was about the 

magnet, and what it does.  The next day in a short test, she included this 

question: “My full name has six letters.  The first one is M.  I am strong and 

attractive.  I pick up lots of things.  What am I?” 

When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished to find that 

more than half her students had answered the question with the word: 

“Mother.” 

Keep your distance! 

I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch you with 

a six-foot pole” would become national policy, but here 

we are! 
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FAITH AND FEAR 

I enjoy swimming and, as our local pool has been closed for the past few 
months, I have started swimming in Llyn Padarn in Snowdonia.  This is one 
of the largest natural lakes in Wales and is quite deep in the middle, so I 

have not gone too far from the shore.  I 
am a strong swimmer, but the water can 
be cold and I don’t want to get into 
difficulties.  I remember once swimming 
in the sea while on holiday and realizing 
that the strong current was taking me 
away from the shore. I had to swim hard 

to get back on land and for a while I was frightened that I might not make 
it. 

Lake Galilee, sometimes called the Sea of Galilee, is a lake which is 
mentioned a lot in the Gospels.  It is about 13 miles long and 8 miles wide. 
Jesus did much of his teaching and healing in the towns and villages 
around it.  It was good for fish and some of Jesus’ first disciples were 
fishermen there, people like Simon Peter and his brother Andrew. 

Lake Galilee is also liable to sudden violent storms and the fishermen knew 
it could be dangerous.  We read, in Matthew’s Gospel, that on one 
occasion Jesus’ disciples were on a boat there and “the boat was already a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind 
was against it” (Matthew 14, v. 24).  Then, a remarkable thing happens. 
The disciples see a person on the water.  In the midst of the crashing 
waves, this person is walking on the water towards them.  They are 
terrified.  They think it must be a ghost.  They shout out in fear. 

Then, the person says to them, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” (v. 
27).  Peter thinks, this must be Jesus and, despite his fear or perhaps 
because of it, he wants to be with him.  He says, “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to 
come to you on the water.’ (v. 29). 

Jesus does tell him to come to him.  So, Peter gets out of the boat and 
begins to walk on the water towards Jesus.  But then, as he looks around at 
the waves being whipped up by the wind, he panics and starts to sink. He 
thinks he’s going to drown.  He cries out, “Lord, save me!” (v. 30).  



21 

Jesus does save Peter. He reaches out a hand and catches hold of him.  The 
two of them climb into the boat and the 
wind dies down.  Peter and the other 
disciples are safe. 

This episode reminds us of Jesus’ power, 
even over violent winds and waves.  It 
may also remind us of times in our lives 
when we are frightened, when our faith 
in Jesus fails and we are overwhelmed by 
what is around us.  There are times when 
I am afraid and I think of Jesus’s words to 
Peter after he has caught hold of him: 
“You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” (v. 31). 

I have been in church ministry most of my life and I know that people 
expect a lot of ministers: that we should be people of strong faith, always 
able to help others in times of need.  Yet, there are times when I myself 
have been afraid and my faith has wavered.  I have times of doubt.  Like 
Peter, I want to cry out, “Lord, save me!”  And I take comfort from the fact 
that Peter, one of the great leaders of the early church, knew fear and 
doubt.  Even when he could see Jesus right in front of him and could hear 
Jesus’ voice, he was still fearful. Yet he also knew that Jesus could help 
him.  That is why he cried out “Lord, save me!” 

Being a follower of Jesus doesn’t take us away from the storms of life.  In 
fact, many of us may go through times when we are overwhelmed with 
fear.  That may be true for some now.  However, this does not mean that 
we have lost our faith in Jesus.  Although, we may not feel at peace inside, 
we still want to be close to Jesus, to know the presence of his Spirit with 
us.  And at such times, “Lord, save me!” is not a bad prayer.  It is a cry from 
the heart.  

So, if you are struggling at this time, if you are afraid, ask Jesus to help you 
through.  Even if your faith seems small, He will save you.  Fear is not the 
enemy of faith: sometimes it is what drives us closer to Jesus. 

David Lamb, St David’s. 
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THE SILENCING OF THE LAMBS 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter”  Isaiah 53: 7 

 

In May this year three women activists in Zimbabwe 
were abducted; later they were found crawling their 
way back to Harare. The full story is told by Peta 
Thorneycroft a courageous and trustworthy journalist now based in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Sobbing almost uncontrollably, her whole body heaving as she spoke, 
Zimbabwe’s youngest MP relived her ordeal at the hands of men she is 
convinced were agents of the state. 

Arrested for having the temerity to take part in an anti-government 
protest on May 13, Joana Mamombe says she was taken into a forest and 
thrown into a pit with her fellow detainees, two female members of the 
opposition’s MDC Alliance. 

For the best part of 36 hours, the women were allegedly beaten, 
sodomised with handguns and forced to drink each other’s urine.  

For many Zimbabweans, the allegations levelled by Ms Mamombe, 27, 
carry overtones of the presidency of Robert Mugabe, who was ousted in a 
coup in 2017 and died last September. 

Mugabe’s overthrow, it was hoped, would end the abductions, beatings 
and extrajudicial killings that characterised both his early and later years. 

Anxious to repair relations with the West, Emmerson Mnangagwa, the 
ruling party apparatchik who both succeeded Mugabe and precipitated 
his demise, was supposed to represent a clean break with Zimbabwe’s 
dark past. 

Yet even the official response to the ordeal suffered by the three women 
of the MDC was heavily redolent of that era. 

The police first admitted to having detained the three women after they 
held a small demonstration in the down-at-heel Harare district of Warren 
Park and then denied any knowledge of ever having arrested them. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/28/robert-mugabe-buried-private-ceremony-weeks-drama-former-zimbabwean/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/11/22/mnangagwa-street-fidel-castro-road-zimbabwes-president-ditches/
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After they were found dumped, their clothes ripped and barely able to 
walk, on a roadside 50 miles outside the capital, government media sought 
to imply that the women had staged their own kidnapping. 

Do I believe the horrific ordeal these women suffered? Yes I do. Why? 
Because I lived in Zimbabwe at the height of the terrorist war. 

Based in a mining camp where people thought asbestos mining was the 
greatest danger to life, I discovered there was a far greater threat.  

To do our monthly shopping I had to drive in our station wagon along a 
strip road to Fort Victoria with my 2 small children who were aged 9 
months and 3 years. I also took our shotgun and handgun. They were my 
weapons of self-defence should I have been ambushed by terrorists and 
forced to fight for my children. Would I have used them? I don’t know – but 
I do know a mother always defends her cubs.  

We are caught up in the pandemic of Covid. It dominates our news. It is 
silent, deadly and frightening. But under the cover of Covid terrible things 
are happening and many atrocities are being committed out of sight, out of 
hearing. The voice of the abused, the tortured, needs to be heard; 
Zimbabwe, America, Columbia, Russia, Iran, Pakistan, Korea, down the 
street, terrible, terrible atrocities are being committed and abusers are not 
being held accountable.  

We have lost our way but Jesus reassures us. He said   

‘I am the way and the truth and the life’  John 14: 6 

The atrocities of the world might overwhelm us but Jesus is here to show 
us the way back to God. As we walk his way he will use our hands and feet 
and voice for him.  

‘For I was hungry and you gave me to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me’.  Matt. 26: 35 – 36. 

My family in Cape Town have recently been in lockdown again. Poverty and 
joblessness is all around them. The family are preparing food for Ladles of 
Love, a soup kitchen run by volunteers, taking food to the people in the 
townships who are starving.  
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As we walk his way he will use our hands, our feet and our voices. The 
world might overwhelm us but Jesus has overcome the world. At this 
present time, perhaps more than ever before, Jesus tells us not to fall 
asleep but to keep watch. He calls us to stay alert with our lamps trimmed 
like the five young women in the parable. Let us listen to Jesus and do as 
he says, ‘Therefore keep watch’.  Matthew 25; 1 - 13. 

He longs for us to come before him in quietness. He will help us to calm 
our minds. In the stillness and peace of his love we can listen to God’s 
heartbeat revealing to us his concerns for his world. Then we can pray.  

Like the importunate widow we are told to be persistent. There is no magic 
wand. Jesus has warned us that prayer is travail. We are called upon to 
travail for God’s world in crisis. In the midst of social distancing, home 
shielding, isolation and all the fear that comes with Covid we can stay alert 
and pray. 

‘If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will 
be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place’.   

2 Chronicles 7: 14 - 15 

A THOUGHT 

 

Obey 

That I may abide 

And in abiding 

Reveal Myself 

That you may love Me. 

In the Old Testament obedience has in its root meaning “to listen” 

 

PRAYER 

Help me Lord to listen to You so that I may be obedient to You.  And as I 
learn to walk in Your pathways may You abide in me and I in You. 

Sue Harwood , St David’s. 
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FEEL THE TUG 

Have you ever wondered how you can be cer-

tain about who and what God really is? One 

Christian put it this way: ‘I’m reminded of the 

story of the little boy who was out flying a kite. 

The wind was brisk and large billowing clouds 

were blowing across the sky. The kite went up and up until it was entirely 

hidden by the clouds. Then a man came by and asked the little boy what 

he was doing, staring up at an empty sky. “I’m flying my kite,” he replied. 

The man replied: ‘What kite? How can you be sure it is still there? You 

can’t see a thing.’ 

The little boy agreed that he could see nothing, “but every little while I feel 

a tug, so I know for sure that it is still up there and is connected to me!” 

When it comes to God, you don’t need to take anyone else’s word for it. 

You can find Him for yourself by inviting Jesus Christ into your life. Then 

you too will know by the warm wonderful tug on your heartstrings that 

though you can’t see Him, He is up there, and that He lives in you.  You are 

connected!  Parish Pump October Editorial 

STAYING CONNECTED 

John 14:6:  Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth 

and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me.  

John 14:23:  Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.  

My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 

with them.  

Jude 1:21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 
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OPEN DOORS 

If you have not heard of the charity ‘Open Doors ‘they support people who 
are beaten, tortured, laughed at, imprisoned, falsely accused, disowned, 
ignored and hated simply for following Jesus.  Around the world, 1 in every 
8 Christians face high, very high or extreme levels of persecution.  This 
means they can face death, horrific violence, arrest, torture, 
imprisonment, harassment or rejection simply because of their choice to 
follow Jesus.  Open Doors support by raising prayers and awareness, 
providing practical and physical support, training and help to people who 
are at risk simply for following Jesus. The World Watch List they compile 
highlights those places globally where following Jesus costs the most.   

COVID-19 has affected us all, but it brings enormous challenges for the 
most vulnerable around the world.  With all that has been going on within 
our country and globally with all the changes and concerns the pandemic 
as raised it is perhaps hard to focus outside our own sphere. 

However this year, thousands have spoken out for the millions of 
persecuted Christians who, already marginalised and discriminated 
against, have found themselves facing a new vulnerability: they are the last 
in line for essential aid during this pandemic.  But their struggle continues, 
and we still have the opportunity to stand with them. 

Local faith leaders are courageously meeting the needs of these 
communities through trusted and appropriate support, even in the face of 
this pandemic.  The 2021 World Watch List launch is a unique opportunity 
for MPs to hear from these faith leaders and the plight of persecuted 
Christians in the 50 hardest countries to follow Jesus.  So can you ask your 
MP to save the date for the 2021 World Watch List launch? 

On the Open doors website they are asking:- 

could you choose to lose?  What do you love? What thing would you really 
struggle to be without?  

Your xBox or Playstation? Chocolate? Music? The telly? Instagram? 
Snapchat? WhatsApp? Football? What is it for you? 

 
Could you give that thing up for a short time to raise money and prayer for 
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ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT EDITION 

Our next edition will hopefully be the Christmas Winter one.   

Please can you get any contributions for this edition to me  

by Sunday 22 November 2020 

2020 

My email address is maria.s.carter7@gmail.com 

Thank you ,  

Maria Carter & Graham Morgan 

those who have given up everything to follow Jesus? 

Join the Blackout (launch weekend 23 to 25 
October 2020)to lose something you love to 
raise vital funds for Christians around the 
world who have lost everything because of 
their love of Jesus. 

Sign up, and tell Open Doors what you’re 
going to give up, for how long and how much you hope to raise and they’ll 
send you a Blackout pack in the post with a fill-in-yourself poster, Blackout 
tattoos, a bunch of reflections to help you connect with God and your 
persecuted church family and lots of ideas on how to raise money and 
make the most out of your Blackout!  You can do this as an individual or as 
a group.  See the following web link for details: 

https://opendoorsyouth.org/get-a-free-blackout-pack/  

Mary Jones and Maria Carter are the Open Doors representatives for St 
John’s and St David’s and we will attempt to keep you informed about 
what is happening to our Christian brothers and sisters.  We would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank Sue Harwood for all her help as she 
leaves the team and wish her well in the work she will undertake for God 
in the future.  God Bless. 

https://opendoorsyouth.org/get-a-free-blackout-pack/
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LLANDUDNO METHODIST CHURCHES 

 
St John’s and St David’s Churches are part of the Conwy & Prestatyn  
Circuit of the Methodist Church.  They share a minister, Rev Beverley 
Ramsden.  A leaflet is available at the back of both churches with further 
details about Methodism, its beliefs and practices. 
 

 St John’s Church, Mostyn Street, 
Llandudno.  Services: 

Sunday 11:00 a.m.  

St David’s Church, Mostyn Avenue, 

Craig-Y-Don.  Services: 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

ST. JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH OFFICE: 53-55 Mostyn Street, Llandudno, 

Conwy, LL30 2NN. Telephone: (01492) 860439.  

Email: stjohnsllandudno@gmail.com 

Our minister is available to discuss any matter of concern, including: 
Information about the Christian faith;  
The baptism of children and adults;  
Preparation for church membership;  
Marriage preparation and ceremonies; 
Funeral and memorial services. 
 

If you would like to talk to Rev Bev about these or any other matters, she 
can be contacted on 01492-877799 or emailed at 
revbev@llandudnomethodists.org.uk  

mailto:stjohnsllandudno@gmail.com

